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__ Diſcourſe (entitu- 
| 4 4a, The godly mans 


| Choyce) writenbya| || 
(wow dtceaſed friend, Fonds + 
with thoſe direfions added| | 
1by 4 reverend Divine yet | 
Irving, I approve to bee prin- 


ted and publiſhed. 
Joſeph Caryl. 


July 24. 
I 644+ 
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| GODLY MANS - 


CHOTCE:; 
OR 


fl A Direction how (1 ingle godly 


perſons, who intend Marriage, 
may make choice ofa fitand 
meet Y oak-fellow. 


Being the Meditations of Caleb Gran- 
tham in his fingleeſtare, as a Rule 
and Guide for himſelf to 
walk by. 


| And fince his death peruſed and pub'iſhed with 
| ſome profitable directions how perſons 
ſhould !ive as becomerh Chriſtians 
in the married eſtate, 


| By Henry Scudder, Miniſter of the Word. 
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TETETYE SY 


TO THE 


RIGHHET 
HONORABLE 


FOHMN 


Earle of Exeter, Baron 
of Burley, &c. 


Noble Lord, 


ERS (og whoſe eyes 
F are. pou - your | 
Lordſhip, do ac- 
knowle Je the 
5 ood hand of the 
Lord towards you,not in con- 
ferring eminency of honour 


If. C_____upon 


—_ 


Juchd. 11 
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wa 


— —  ____—_— OS 


upon you 1n your minoritie, 
(as it were, before yourtime) 


but in giving you a ſerious | 


diſcerning ſpirit, farre above 
your yeers,whereby they con- 
ceive great hope, and powre 
out many. prayers to the 
Lord,that he may in due time 
bring you forth in publique, 
as achoice Inſtrumenr 1n the 
hand of your God, to do wor- 
thily in Ephratah, and to be fa- 
mous 11 Bethlehem. 

Among others the publi- 
ſhers of this ſmall Treatiſe, 
(part whereof being the Me- 
ditatios of a pious yong man, 
now with God,and the reſidue 
the labour of a reverend Di- 
vine ) to declare their great 
affetion to your Lordſhip, 


have importuned mee to-re- 
| commend | 


———— 
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' 
, 
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= Dedicatory. | 


— OR 


_— hace — 


commend this Tracate to 
your Honour , conceiving, 
that under your Lordſhips 
Name theſe Meditations not 
only may appcare to the 
world with ſome acceſs of [u- 


* 


i 


ſtre, tut that the influence | 
they may have upon ſome 
hereby may prove more a- 
vailabie. | 

The ſubject herein hang! 
led, is about the choice of | 
that which ſcarce yet c-| 
ver entered into your feri- 
ous thoughts, yet it 1s wil- 
dome to ſtore up good rules 
before you need to uſe them: 
Mariners learne their sk1ll | 
before tney Jaunch into the 
deeps: All Artiſts ſtudy the 
Theory before the Practice; | 
Wiſe men are long 1n con- | 


Ed 


——_ _— —_— 


(ſ 2 templa- | 


> —_ 


— wo 


_— — 


_—— — —— — 
. 


rt. Mite. ot... Ade. ite. 


—_— yr 
—— wx oe.” PROT R.<. he 
So 4 of 


wo 


OR 


” mA Eras 


honeys 2 ue 
_ 


—_—_— 
os 
- 


- i or 


Py ner ee AL As wo Ea 


- __ "I —— 
_ _—— TIT 
2 of oo _ITasc tage 
i = —» wn n 


PS 


©. Ct 


— 


The Epiſtle 
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| templatioa, before they ad. 
| VENEUTE UPON action : It's a 
| known rule, Deliberation 
mutt be long, where Deter- 
minatinn can be but once; 
|and where there 1s no ad- 
miion of ſecond thoughts 
to reverſ: a former errour, 
the fir} thoughts muſt be 
carefull, that crrour be pre- 
vented. 

In the interim, before 
the Lord incline your heart. 
to think of any*caoIce that | 
{way on carth, be tntreared 
|ro make your choice in hea- 
[ven ; "that the Lord Jeſus 
| MAY be the guide of your 
| youth, & ſorthe God of your 

; age, thar God may fay of 
you : / remember the kindneſs 
of thy youth, ana the love of 
thy eſpouſals. Surc- 


DOW_— 


_———_—WE. nd 


1 lioly. 


| Bs :tuian, 


Dedicatory. 


Surely 1t can be no dif- 
paragement, for the grea- 


teſt of men to betroth them- 


ſelves to- the great God, to 
contract ſpirituall allicncs 
with tnnumerable companies of 
eAngels and Souls made per- 
fer, and to match with him 
of whom the whole familte of 
Heaven and Earth is called, ” 

Saran hath done his ut- 
moſt to brand the ſervants 


of God with ignominy, and | 
'to deterre men of quality 


alled 
It 1s not long {tnce 
forme of our Nobility, em1- 

went for pictie, paralleled 
Gur age with the fad times of 
wherein the com- 
Olatnt was, that great men 


from owning the way C 


; cre. forced to he more in- 


ER 


Heb.1sz. 


22, 23. | 


* 2 Af. j 
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Cnotnt: 
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| higher, nor is ir poſſible you | | 
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Mo ras coat IT 


full, ah they might not be] © 
reputed to be lefſe ronow\| : 
| 


— 


rable. 

Bur God hath begun to take | F 
away the reproach of his peo-| | 
ple from off the carth; and; f 
doubtle eſs, will make his ſer-| þ 
vants an eternall excellency, ' f 
when men of carnall policies | jt 
ithatl be made an abhor/tng to all 8 
felh. 


Youcannotmakeany choice | 


ſhould Fegin to00. fſoone to 
love hint,who hath loved YOu. 
rom all eternitie. Love of 
21l afieftions 1s moſt active, 
an 4 1Þ yourh predominant, 
Ir s reſtles till it- fix, and ifit 

ix any where below Cl: hs, 
it Jdebaſeth it ſelte, and. n VR 
;eufily be enthralled: but ca: -] | 
LE 


_— 


— ww 


ITT 


| Dedicatory. 


Re Rn 


—_ 


, +Whar pittie 1s it thoſe yi- 

# | tall treames ſhould run in a 

channell that goes downe to 

the Chambers of death ? | 
I hope the Father of mer- | 

” |ct2s 15 looking towards your | 

', | | | Lordſhip, and faying unto. 

es | {- | you'as once untohys Church, | 

uw ” | Sarely, this. zs a time of love.| grei.rs, 


| 
| 
not eafily be disingaged : , 
| 
| 


Your pious mother, whom 3. 

ce| | I may truely call an Ele# La-! E 
,u |. : |dy, 1s to your Lorithip as , J 

tO | * [another Monicha tn Satak F 
50.1 © | Auguſtine, Conare the ſonne 

of! of many prayers : and as Sa- 

ve,| | |lomon was 10 Bathihteha, You 

t; | [are the fonne, nor onely of 

"3x1 | her wombe, bat of her waves ; | Pro.31 r. 


:t, | |Sree hath learned to ſove £1: 1, 
7 you in the Lord, and for the gd mn? 


Tf Lord : The longings of her 7 wt 
| So provicyr 
*F 1f | ſoule, 'D2um. 


CC. Mi RG 5 DH 
Yo EIN f VT x 5 BAY 
RE OO BER: 


. "-"m be EF piſtle ; 
DOu'd ſoule, are - for your ſpiritual x 
_ ,| and eternall good. I1tis ene] # 
;» wbis | Of her greatelt comforts on | #! 
dicxit, | earth, that ſhee hath ſuch a| # 
1 2 | ſonne to call her mother :4 ! 
Mabc6amHs & 
| ſed ur br | But it will be farre greater, | 
{rene | even the Crowne of her glo-| || 
D. 27. | ry, to ſee you the adopted| | 
{onne of the erernall Father, || | 
and that God hath honourcd | ||, 
| yOu, Even in your youth, to | | 
obrain an Inheritance amons | |: | 
| rhem thatare ſantified. | j. 
| You areleft in your fathers | *| 
familic, with your hopetul ll 
| fiter, as the Onely Hranches | If | 
of many , v, h ich have long FI ! 
#1ncc ceaſed from amor's | # : 
men. And when the te- Y h, 
rate"! (NGC h was mit; 1 . 
Fa 4 
| -ies jake n upon you, ard q 
+ 1 KA | _— 


WJ 
j 
Ly 
: 4. 


{ 


; forth the grace of him that 
hath called you out of darkneſſe, 
2 and 
«| his maryvellow 1ight , that they 


, 


; < 
3 
"7 z 
+ i 
iS 


: | may ſee, 


! —_W— ———— —_— 
A 


+ By DOT. . 
SEE” Oe tr: 
A. 


-j inthe world, you may begin 


ned 


| Dediatory. 
ſaid, Deſtroy him zot, for a bleſ- 
ſing ts 1n bum, 

The Lord delight to fill 
you with all ſpirituall blef- 
ſings in heavenly things, and 


=| make-it every day more and | 
! more appeare, that God hath 
$ reſerved you to be blefled, 
©] and to be a bleſtn 


to your 


family, to your Countrey, 


when your Lordſhip. ſettles 


with 7oſuahs fixed reſolution, 
I and my houſe will ſerve the 
| Lord, And that you may ſhew 
| 


the ſhadow of death, zo 


that obſerve your Lordſhip 
that greatneſle and 
goodnefle, 


ee I 


_—_ —T 
———_ 


and to the Kingdomes. And | 


| Joſ.2 4.1 5, 


—_—— DIED 
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rd 
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and ſee your g orearcſ} portion 


| goodneſſe, as they are ſep+-þ iy | 
 rable 1n God, ſo they are not. 
incompatible to the ſonnes || 
'of men. That fo you may | 
\Tejoyce above all | : 
\ Tat you have your came. 
W ritten in the Lambes hook of | 
life, and yyu may look be- | % 
'yond death; and the grave, |: 


incternitie; which 1s the ear- 


neſt prayer of 
Tour Lordſhips ſervant, 


Jer: WHITTAKER. 
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To the Chriſtian ! 
READER: 


; Heſe aireftions follow-| 
w; ys ing, which teach how to 
'' make a wiſe and godly 
choyce of a meets yoak-fellow 12 | 
of marriage , were” put into my 
© | hands by a neere freend of the | 
E | eAuthoy, to conſider whether | 
| they were fit to be made publick, 
[and to give my judgment there- | 


*| Iwsvey much taken with 
| the ſoundneſſe,piainne(ſe, cleer- 
'* | res, fulnes, & good compoſure | 
7 | of them, and doe Dodeches they | 
my be of excellent. uſt to put 
| A 3 f nele | 


——_— 


}Proy.1o. 


| long with him : for be gave him 


The Epiſtle | 


ſeregle perſons into Gods way, 
the only right way of entring 
7nto the honorable eſtate of mar- 
r1age,a matter of greateſt con- 


 weal or woe tn this life, accor- 
ding as it ts well or Ul done. 
The compoſer of theſe choyce 
Rates or Direftions, was 4 moſt 
ingentom and holy young man, | 
of good learning (7 rare parts, 
he ſtudied beforehand, and pra- 


1 


| gathered out of the Oracles of 
God, and he had God as, bu 


a wife according to his deſire, 
with whom he lived bat a ſhort. | 


wvour to him, to take him away 
from the evil to come. | 


auments | 


| Fiſed theſe Ryiales, which he had| 


ſequence concerning Mans | "| 


: OE LL IDE Xi hy EEE”! WITS: PR 5 * 


time,it pleaſing the Lord(infa-| j 


| The memory of the joft | | 
is bleſſed + Some: ere moe.| 


* 

F : 

> || 

To 

| 

| 

1 4 

260 
El 

) py; 

1" 


| ſweet , and ever living, and 


[how to make choyce” of hu«bands | 
| 4zd wives for therr children, 


| The godly mans choyce. 


= ct 


their name may be kept in per-| 
petuall remembrance: And it 
was the manner 11 ſome places, 
that 1n their mourning for 
their dead friends, they held 
forth and (hewed ſome of therr 
moſt excellent works which they 


numents in Marble, that | 


wrought while they lived. 

I think a better monument 
cannot bee raiſed, nor better 
means can be uſed to preſerve 
this mans name, moſt pretiou, 


moſt profi table to poſterity, then 
by making this bis work publick 
tothe Churches of God. | 
Theſe are ſuch as will alike 
ſerve to dire a ſingle woman : 
inher acceptance, and choyce of 
an hubagd, & toteach parents 


A 4 as | 


MW 
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make a good choyce of a wife. 

1 commend unto all the pra- 
| iſe of 1 this our brother for their 
imitation, that every one ſtudy | | 
and eadeyour to know andto do 


ces and conditions wheyin God 
bath ſet them, that they may 


| walk with God, and pleaſe him 


theretn. 


dences of betng 1n ſtate of grace, 
ad accepted with God, 1 
know none more clear aud ey. 
tatn then this, that a Believer 
in (hrift Jeſus. doe adde unto 
bis. faeth a conſcionable. care to 
pleaſe God 13 the well doing the 
— of his particular *areng 
aud relation. 

I cannot think that a mas 


thew 


45 well as to dairet a man to 


the works and duties of the play ] 


- Amongſt the ' ſecondary eUr- | 


EL I TION TSS 


bath any more power of god lines, (. 
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To the Reader. 
' the as be ſhall reſpefievely en- 


hoy 


detour ta. manifeft tt. in the 
particularealling & condition 


| of life wheretn God hath placed 
| him, as well as in bis generall. 


For an upright man, as he 
xill(as David ata) keep bemſelf 
fram his jaiquity, that zs, the 
iniquity which through his 1a- 
tarall corruption be was moſt 
prone unto, & towhich through 
the particular condition of his 
life, he was maſt tempted and 13 


' greateſt, danger, ſo his ſpecall | 
care will be.to ace the duty of his | 


owp placeggo dothat work which 
God t# ſpectallhath given him 
to a0e., be. | 

\ The Apoſtle,. 12 divers pla- 
ces, after\he had aelvered the 


the' dofirine of good works. 


8 | F, iſt . more.generally, as the eft- | 


Pſal.18. 
IJ: 


dotrine of ferth, be ſubjoyneth | 


Joh.1 7. 4. [ : 


D——— — — 


; | Jaiioni1'7, 
| 


_—_——_————— 


| 


fetts and evidences of 4 lively 
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aith, and then he deſcenaeth to 
particular duties 'of men and 
women,according to their ſeve- 
rall ranks and relations, a Sof 


Wives to their Husbands, 


& Husbands to-thezr Wives, 
of Children to Parents,a7d 
of Parents to. therr Children, 
of Servants to their Maſters, 


" lang of Maſters to their Ser- 
vants, 4s the effetis and eviden- || 


ces of true ſanttity, 
where a generall good con- 


there faith is zot altye, but 


he aecetveth himſelfe: fo if he 


aoth many of the works of- boli- 
neſſe and righteouſneſſe, whith 


| Wo generall calling to.Chriſtia- 
; anity | fs 


werfation 15 not ' endevoured, 


dead, 8nd if a mar think hel! 
vath faith, and bath not works, || 


=P 


think he hath works, becauſe he L 


LF Fog *%" * $A 92", 
oe ts. Wd OE ng 
: be Dee 


EAT; >, "EA waltt. . ” 
IIb ADacaned © THE SON pant 
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1 | they are maried. Wherefore for 


| 


| tha To the Reader. 


| | 
| Loy be may fear that the holtnes 
| and righteouſues which he ſee- 


anity leadeth him unto, but yet 
doth not the work , which God 
particularly bath given him to 
doe, be alſo decetveth bimſelſe, 


med to have, 1s not ſound. 
whoſoever ſhall beer deſirous 
to make uſe of theſe Dire1ons, | 
to make a good entrance 1ato 
marriage,will, I thinke, be as 
deſirous to khow how to live, as 
becommeth Cbriſtzans - when 


thetr help 1 have added unto 
the end of theſe direFrons, ſome 
others touching Hitbands and 
ves, their loving and living | 
together, ſo as they may pleaſe 
God, and may live comfortably 
and happily in the married |. 
condition. 


Both theſe direfions I com- - | 
mend! 


—— 


imattion herein, and alſo com- 


mm 
11 
” 


The Epiſtle,8&c. + 
mend to all that deſire : infor- 


mend you, and theſe to be bleſ- 
ſed to you, by Goa, the inſtituter 
of the ordinance of marriage,to 


whom be aſcribed, as moſt due 


|75,a/l honour and glory now and 


for ever. 


Yours to ſerve you 
_ inthe[:ord, 


HrNkyY-SCuDDER, 


= Pftor of Collingburn 
: D ucxs in Wiies, 
July 23. 
L 644. 
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The Godly mans | 
CHIVEE... | 

J Very end hath its 

Sf proper way and | 
> 


I Ki MEANS appertai- | 
Las - Ning to it. All 
| way vai not -) 


qually alike Jead: to the ſame 
ends there is a contrary 

way that will never bring 
thee to it. There is a cCro0- 


ked and indire& way, that 


may perbaps-, bur with 
much trovble and labour; 


5 


{ 


bur then there is a treight : 
and dire& way, and this 1s 
that way, which will both 
with eaſs: and EY e's 


| 


ah: — ha EIE—_T©_— hr” ee EC! 


nmr - 
fy 


— 


ks ME ied 


—— 
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.* 
Mi ee ern 


- [| the inducements to move-us 
| to this courſe. 


jy The godly mans choyce. 


thee to thy deſired end. This 
is the way which all men 
rope after, but few can 
nd it. | 

Now if to marry, and to 
marry in the Lord,awifeand| } 
a good wife, one with whom | 7 
thou. may ſt begin thy dayes | 
with joy, continue them in 
quict, and end them with 
comfort,if this be the.end of 
thy.thoughts,then ſurely the 
moſt direCt and ftreight way 
to gbtain it, will be to ſeek 
her of God. Not a few are 


1. Becauſc hee 1s beſt a-] | 
bl e to guide and dire& you | | 
tothe finding of hergſhe isa|.) 
flower that growes not in e- 
very garaden,an herb that is 
not in every fe!d, the 1s not 


| 
to | 


— th. ww... , 
—ia—_—_ Is. oa. ———— ELSS Ray 
. 
- 


nb. I Soo Pres, BOS OVA 6), Bend on bs, ag 


ws 


© es 


_—_— 


Rds... a 


2? [anyother but fromhimhe it 


Jn IN 


L 


| 


ere you 


| wife, but a prudent wife is 


tobe found in every houſe; | 

you Fm ſeek long enough 
ind, and finding Ye 

deceived,unlefle God dire& 

you. > 

2. She cannot be had from 


is,who ts the great Patron,in 
whoſe family are all the pru- 
dent, wiſe, vertuous, relig1- 
ous perſons that are to be | 
deſired;and'if thonwouldeft 
have one of theſe, apply thy: 
ſelf to obtain his favour, ſo! 
ſhalt thou find a good wite, 
Pro.r8. 22, In other fami- 
lies no doubr thou. mayſt 
fndarich wife, a beautifnl] 


from the Lord,Pr7o. 19. 14+ 
3. Itis the caſteſt way to. 
find her. Mercies (though 


|great) yetiwhen they cannot, 


—_—— — 


The goaly mans choyce.. F 


3. 


ec nY 


Pro. 18, 


S J» 


" a» 


| 
| 
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JT Thegodly mans choyce. 


but with great, difficulty be 
obtained, it either diſhear- 


them,or els abates the ſiweet- 


them ; but with how ,much 
content. and delight 1s the 
heart filled when, it appre- 
hendeth a great mercy, tum- 
bling eh, £1 lap? Wouldfi 
thou obtain a good wife, 
(which of temporall mer- 
cies is the greateſt) lo, this 
is the, moſt compendious 
way - ſit thou till, doe bur 


| ſeek and wait , and atlength 


thou ſhalt as it were bchold 
God bringing: her in bis 
hand, and offering her: to! 
thee:we ſee Adam tlept while 
God brought Eve unto him, 
Gen. 2.21. | 

... 4- Never any found, wry 

1 


Tens, us 1a rhe | purſuit of ; 


neſſe in the enjoyment of] þ 


pom—_— —— os —_— SY 


| 


| - The gow.) 
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TM, G85 choyce. | 


..y 


deed have wandred & roved 
over this. wide world, ſeek- 
ing in every place, caſting 
their eyes. 11 eyery. Corner, 
through Citie & -Country, 
Town and Village, but after 
the moſt diligent ſcrutinie, 
what have they at length 
found? Peradventureriches. 


& that is but guilded impic- 
ty;yea,ſhould they at length 
ſtumble on a good wife, yet 
if not thus ſought, they ſhall 


vanity;at the beſt;or civility, 


either not long enjoy her,or 
elſe not ſo comfortably, be- 


cauſe of many -.bitter ingre- 


dients which .God will caſt 


into it, which -otherwiſe 


ts, 


did not thus ſeek ; many:in- | 
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|the contrary, what heavier 


der, to what ſoarer vexation 


Li 
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might have beena fivect por- 
ti1On. bs 


finding ablefſing,thou mayſt 


find a curfe ;. what -greater | 
bleſſing then to enjoy a meet || 
help, one who may rejoyce || | 
thy heart in this thy pilgrt- 
mage, one who may accom: || 
pany thee, and cheer thee up || 
in the way, when thou art |} 


treading many a weary ſtcp 
tothe land of ret? But on 


curſe canſt thou groan un- 
canft thou be __ to, then 


toat unequall yoak-fellow ? 
It is that which wil-imbitter 


all thy comforts, bereave |} 


thee of all thy delights, rob 
thee of all thycontentments, 
yea make thy lite weariſome, 


_ l 
| | 
Fs 


and 


TOE Urn EIT — 4 


| The godly mans choyre. 


and death uncomfortable. 

; 6. .Henceit is, that they: 
who otherwiſe ſeek, inherit 
ſo much anxiety and trouble 
in their ſeeking,who in ſtead 
of 'imploring Gods aid 
and. .affiſtance, imploy their 
| { owne wits 1n contriving 
{| how to accompliſh their de- 
ſires : and if their ends faile, 
and* their expeQations are 
croſſed, how are they diſtur- 
bed with the thought of it, 
their ſpirits — dull and 
ſtupid, their minds altoge- 
| ther loſt in that which they 
deſire to find, conſume and 
weare out all their comfort 
r 8! and content:inthe purſuit of 

[| chat which now they become 
y | uncapable to attain : being 
bereaved of themſelves;their 


comforts, and peradventure 
= 6n1 their 


— 


way, 
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their wits all at once: ſoat || 
length make themſelvs fitter || 
for Bedlam then the mariage | 
\bed; whenas on the contra- |? 
{ry,thoſe who ſet themſelves || 


to ſeek her of God, enjoy 


ding, and comfort in the 
poſlefling. © E247 

-'F. Heotby ſhalt thou yeeld 
untohim due obeiſance, ac- 
knowledging himto be thy 
ſupream governour , going 
to him as children tothe 


reQion in - all their af- 
faires 3; a thing; well-plea- 


ling uato: him. iBurtifon the 


contrary, we will ruſh into 


venture - our - ſelves upon 


thingsof fo great. concern- 


4 


much pleaſure and quiet in || 
ſceking, contentment in fin- || 


ws 
f 4; 
4 


Parent, for guidanceand di-| 


ſuchweighty buſinefſes,and |} 
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The godly mans choyce. 
ment, without acquainting 
him with it, or ſeeking to 
bim for it, or imploring his 
aid and affiftance for the ac- | 
compliſhing. of it : what is ; 
it bur to'pluck our neckes | 
from his yoak, caſting off all 
obedience and ſubje&ion to 


dance'on him ; and therefore 
would light all' dire&ion 
fo BT OR ops wh 
8. Then laſtly how ever it 
fal ont,thou mayſt find com- 


or vicions ; if vertuqns,then 
comfort will low in, on e- 
very.ſidez great comfort wil 
redound to thee, that God 


was raciouſly pleaſed to 


| 


bend his eare unto thee, and 
give thee ſo favourable a 
pledge of Þis loving Eind- | 


my 


fort in it - Bee ſhe vertuous | 


9 ; 


” x Dea ow 97 I. —_— Ts ln 
— 


WS 


The godly mans choyce, 


=> >, — — — 


nefſe.Every.time thou caſts| 
thine eye ups her,thou may- |. 
eſt w'® rejoicing caſtu Pp thine 


eyes to God,and ſay, Lo,this 


is the wife that thou haſt gi- 
ven me, and bleſſe, him in| 


thatthou haſt ſo goodly an 
heritage. If vitious, yet if 
thou. haſt the inward teſti- 
mony ofthy conſcience,bea- 
ring thee witneſle; that thou 
didit ſincerely commit thy 
way unto the Lord, and roll 
thy ſelfe upon him for dire- 
ion in it : Lo here thou 
mayſt afluredly take. com- 
fort that all ſhall be for thy 


good: he who brought thee | 


to this condition, ſhall ſup- 
portthee init ; he wil either 
lighten the weight of thy 


burden, or ſtrengthen the | 
weakneſle of thy ſhoulders. 
[= Ig But} | 
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| || baled this croſſe upon thee, | 
1 and God not caſt iton thee, 


|| then lay thy hand upon thy | 
{| mouth, patiently ſubmit, re- 


|: then comfort. 


The godly mans choyce. 


ae. 


But now if this web of tron-/| 

ble hath been of thine «owne 
weavingzif by thine own neg- 
ligence thou haſt been much 
wanting in thy duty to God, 
and by indire& meanes haſt 


pentance is fitter for thee 


Now,who wil not but eaſily 
be convinced, that no courſe 
is like this, for the pro- 
curement ofa good wife? It 
were well if our hearts could 
as eaſily be brought to ſub- 
jetto the practice of it, as 


1 mit tothe truth of it. 


our minds brought to ſub- 


But here it may be deman- 
ded,how or in what manner 
muſt 


ha... As. 


| Thegodlymans choyce, 

muſt God be- _ ,» and 
dealt withall, by thoſe who 
deſire this bleſſing ? 

The only way as for this, 
ſo for all other mercies, 1s 
 prayer;a means,under which 
may well be written, Prova- 
tum eſt : for ſeldome any who 
diligently applied themſelvs 


your ſtudy in the beſt man- 
ner you .are' able, todirect 
your ſupplications to him 
to this purpoſe. | 

I. That he would give you 
wiſdome and underſtanding 
in your choyce (for only the 
wiſe in choice ſeale to their 
joyes) thatwhen any one is 
preſented to your view, that 
your heart might not. be ta- 


- - 
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to this way, ever failed of| 
theirend; therefore ler it be 


Dl 
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| keneither with their beauty | 
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|beauty,riches,honour,and the 


taffordno more reliſh, then 
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or riches, or naturall endow- 
ments,fo as tobe carelefle and 
negligent in ſeeking and ſear- 


main: That grace in her heart 
may be the only orient pearle 


eyes. Had we indeed nothin 
buta corporal ſubſtance,then 


like,might be chiefly deftred 
& moſt ſought after,as things 
moſt agreeable and delight- 
full unto ſenſe : but we are 
endowed with a moſt noble 
{oule, too high born to feed 
on ſuch husks; ail thefe will 


the white ofan egge. There- 


may be more ſutable to this 


fore other dainties muſt be| 
provided, other qualificati- 
-ons mutt be fought for,which 


| ching after that, which 1s the | 


that ſhines ſo bright 1n your | 


B noble 


| 
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noble faculiy : And what can | | 
that be but grace ? that alone | |? 
is the dainties with which the 
ſoule thrives : ſhall therefore 
the chiefeſt of our deſires, 
and the greateſt of our ende- 
vours be laid out for that 
which will nouriſh the body, 
but poyſon the ſoule ; which | |: 
will feed the ſlave, but ftarve 
the child > God forbid : yet 
thus many doe, and thus ſhall 
we do if God withdraw from 
us his wiſedome, and deliver 
us up to our owne folly. 
| * 2. Again,beg of God, that | 
he would never knit thy affe- 
ions to any whole affe&i-| | 
| ons he hath not knit to him- 
ſelfe ; that thy love might ne-| | 
ver be finceretothem , whoſe 
love 1s not ſincere to God. 
And becauſe we many times 
E- ſee 
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ſee that there may be a rotten 
karkafſe under a faire Sepul- 
cher, and deadly poyſon un- 
der a ſmooth skin that there 
may be gall and bitterneſle in | 
their hearts, whoſe mouthes 
drop as the hony, and the ho- 
ny comb: that there may be 
loathſome hypocriſie under 
the fatre ſhewes of (incerity: 
And becauſe God alone ſear- 
cheth the heart, and trieth the 
reines, we can judge only by 
outward appearance: there- 
fore deſire of him, that he 
would ſearch and try them; 
and ſee if there be any way of 
iniquity found in them, and 
diſcover it to you, That fo 
your affetions might not be 
as ſome mens eyes, led aſtray 
with falſe fire, 


3. Nowif upon diſcovery 
B 2 it 


| _ 


| wrought in her heart: then 


The godly mans choyce, 


it evidently appeares, that as | 
yet the truth of grace 1s not} 


earneitly beg of God, that he 
would withdraw thy affe&ti- 
ons,and take away the edge of 
them: for ir is to be queſtio- 
ned, whether thy heart be ſin- 
cerely gracious, if thy affeQi- 
ons can be fincere to *them 
which are graceleſs.Fling nor 
the reins of thy love upon the 
neck of thy affe&tions,but beg 
of God that he who ſubdueth 
all things to himſelfe, would 
ſubdue thy affe&tions,& bring 


| them into ſubje&ion to his 


will, that they might be like 
the Captains ſervant, to gOC 
and come at his pleaſure. 

4. But noiy if thou haſt ſo 
far ingaged thy ſelf, that it is 
neither able nor lawfull for 

thee 
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thee to withdraw thy affe&i. 


[ 


ons,and yetcanſt not evident- 
ly percetve that there 1s truth 
of grace in her heart, then 


God, pray , and pray ear- 
neſtly, that he would be- 
{tow on her his diſtinguiſh- 


implant the ſeeds of ſaving 
grace in her heart, and make 
them to appeare in her life ; 
give not over night or day; 
give not ſleep to thine eyes, 
nor flumber to thy eye lids, 
till thou haſt obtained this 
for her; what fellowſhip hath 
light with darkneſs,or Chriſt 


with Belial? yea enlarge thy 


requeſts unto God, that he 
would firſt unite her nnto 
Chriſt, before he joynes her 
unto thee : that he would fi rſt 


double thy requeſts before 


ing mercies, that he would | 


——_ 


| one ſpirit, before ye are one 


{ your hearts, and then joyne 
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marry herunto his Son, be” 
fore he marries her unto thees 
that he would make her one 
with h1m,before he make her 
one with thee ; that he woul 1 
make you members of one 
head, before he make yorrone | 
body; that yee might be both 


feſh;that he would firſt joyn 


your hands. 


ofa new creature ftampt up- 


the new birth are over, then 
the chiefe, but yet not all 
thy work is done : thou mayſt 
not preſently fit down and 


5. Now if by diligent ſearch 
it doth manifeſtly appeare, 
that God hath done more 
then ordinarily for her ſoule, 
that there are the impreſſions 


on her, and that the pangs of 


_ 


| 
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: conclude, This 1s 4 wefe for me 


|1Pairy to be made: for as thou 
\!Mayſt not make choice of any 


. (for thee. Further therefore 


_ a good wife, but a meet 


. EWS.cn_s 


and I will be an husbazd for her. 
No, there is yet a further in- 


who is not godly, ſo neither 
mayſt thon chufe of ever 

one that is; ſhe may be good, 
yet not good for thee, ſhe 
may be a fit wife, yet not fit 


inlarge thy requeſts, that God 
would provide for thee not 


w:fe, meet in every reſpect. 

I. In regard of age,a green 

heal will not ſuit with gray 

baires, neither do we uſually 

| raft young plants upon old 
ocks : to ſee youth joyn'd 


culous to others, then incon- 
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to age, is a thing no lefſe ridi- | 


| 


gruous in it ſelf; ſuch matches 


| 


As D 4. - never 
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| of ſnch uneguall matches, be- | 


— 


' The godly mans choyce. 


never pleaſe any but the. par- 
ties; yea and them but for a 
whilc. 

2. A mectneile not only ir: 
regard of age, but parentage, 
would be- convenient : Jet 
birds of afeather flock toge- 
ther, pares cum paribus. The 
Eagle will not joyn herſelfe 
with a Sparrow, neither 1s 1t | 


fit for an Aſle to aſlociare 
with a Lion, they ſeldome 
| joyne without confuſion, 
which is commonly the event 


ins begun with the diſcord of | 
parents, and end for the moſt | 


Zin part in tlic diſſention of par-| 


ties. 
3. Scek a mectneſle in re- 
gard of eſtate in ſome equal! 
proportion?; though meanes | 


qQuglit not chiefly to be| 
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; ſought, ſo neither altogether 
| to be neglected. 
| I. Marry not onethat hath 
{noughr, leſt ſhe be ſet at 
| nought by thee, or by thy 
friends. Rachel was not (© 
much deſpiſed for her barren 
womb, as many now are for 
their barren purſe. 

-2, Againe, feeke not one 
| whoſe eſtate doth far ſurpaſſe 
thine, Jerem. 45.5.*Indeedif 


{uch an one upon thee, thou 
mayſt embrace it;bur it 1s one 
thing to ſeek it, and another 
thing ro have it caſt upon 
thee. But this 1s the Haven 
which molt men deſtre, and 
here lieth the rack on which 


{o deſirous of riches, that no 
competent port1o! wHl ſerve 
"-"—W- 3 their: 
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God by his providence caſt b 


many men are ſplit. Someare | 
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rcheir turne, but having many 


ſatisfied, and ſo while they 
covet all, at length perhaps 


gerin ſeeking, what 15 there 
then in finding a wife richly 
laden ? Surely that ſaying 1s 
true: Non videmm id mantice 
quod 11 tergoeft, we ſee not 


of her wallet laden wihwealth; 


tolooke further : But hadwe 


to that part, which is behind, 
we ſhould behold it fif'd with 


meaſure,thruſt downe, heapt 
up ; yea, if not running over. 
How mary inconveniences 


ld — 


large proffers, yet remain un- 


and there we fix our eyes, 
without either care or defire f 


wiſedome tocaſt our eyes 1n- 


forrow and trouble in iull 


attend f 


loſe all; ſo that there is dan- | | 


that part of the wallet that is | 
behind, we view the fore-parTt 
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jattend ſuch marriages, they 
beſt know who feele the 
weight of rifem, and groan 
under the burden of them ; 
yet ſome there are,wh1 h rea- 
ſon and daily experience in- 
form us of; as firſt, thou doſt 
incur the danger of loſing all 
thy right of reſpect that's due 
_ | [untvthee, who in ſtead of re- 
| |verencing thee, will diſre- 
| {pe thee, in ſtead of making 
thee her head, will ſet thee at 
her feet: and becauſe in riches | 
ſhe weighes moſt, therefore 
ſhe will look in authority 'to | 
{way moſt : ſhe whoſe deſire 
ſhould be to thee, now thine 
| | |muſtbe to her; and becauſe 
| | ſhe hath brought thee thy | 
' [eſtate, therefore will ſhe take 
upon her, without contro]- 


ment, to conſume thy eſtate. 
__ And 


Z 
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thou any way -ſhew. thy dit- 
like, thou ſhalt ſoon find at, 
to rhe loſſe of thy peace, and 
the increaſe of thy daily rrou- 
ble and vexation- yea, tO an 
higher pitch will this lame a- 
rite, if there be not grace to. 
qualific 1t, 
3. There ſhould be a reſpect 
had to her conſtitution, and 
diſpoſition; two paſſionate 
natures will not well agree: 


mnch like the meeting of two | 


mill-tones,wvhen there is no 
corn between, it endagers the 


firing of the whole M1ll- -litle | 
pe-ce and great tr ouble-15 the | 
portion of that family where | 


ſuch meet. Neithcr will two 
melancholy bodies ſute well; 
when any croflſe or trouble 


befalls them, how will they |. 
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 beable to bear one anothers | 
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burden,or comfort one ano- | 
ther,when as melancholy, the | 
nouriſher of grief,is as much 
predominant in the oneas in 
the:other?' > 125417 5.771 | 
By this then it may plainly. 
appeare, thar it is a buſineſle ; 
of great importance; wiſe- 
dome is not more necefſarie 
and beneficial,neither is raſh- F2ua#9 
nefle mSre obnoxious in any my 
thing then in this For being [2/1246 ufo: 
once done, it cannot be un- [2 me 


1; 


done. Why is it, that every | 
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theſe gr the like complaints? | 
| Onewtll fay, I would I had:| 
| never ſeen thy face ; another | 
will ſay,I never enjoyed mer- | 


ried-again. Some bewailing | 
their | 


| 


ry-day ſince'I knew thee; a' 


third, would I were unmar- | 


( 
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| anda third raging with cur- 
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their condition with teares, 


others railing: with oathes, | 


ſes: All which 1s cothing elſe 
but the fruit of an Stove 
and unadviſed brain, which 
leapt before they lookt, and 
ſo run headlong upon their 
OWn ruine. 


Bur now if by thy diligent 


prayers God hath been fo! | 


gracious tothee, as to bring 
ro thy view, and to thy prof- 
fer, one endowed with all 
thoſe qualifications before 
mentioned, and fo every way 
fit for thee, yet beforg thou 
ſetleſt thy ſelfe to wooe her, 
wooe both thy friends and 
her friends, labour to obtaine 
their free wil and conſent un- | 
toitz you know the proverb, 
Stolp goods will not proſper, if 


_ thou 


err Ee 
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thou takeſt her, without her 
friends conſent, ſhee's no bet- 
ter then ſtoln, for thou vio- 
lently takeſt from them, that 
which they doe not willingly 
Pe. , | 
give thee: and how canſt thou 
expe&t a blefling ſhould ac-| 
company this thieviſh match? | 
Again, if thou giveſt thy ſelf 
to her, without thy friends 
 conſent,thou robbeſt them of 
their priviledge, and becom'lt | 
thine own carver,a thing con- | 
| |trary tothe rules of reaſon, 
| and Gods word, Againſt the 
| Irules of reaſon : for what | 
more, reaſonable then for a 
man to diſpoſe of his owne, | 
! Jandwhat more his own then 
| his children? They are the | 
\ parents right, they broughr 
them into the world, they 
came out of their own loyns, | 


| and 


hd _—_ 


| 


| 


SS | 


| 


The godly mans choyce. 


and were bred up at their own | 


breaſts ; they have ſuffered 


much, and done much for. 


them:How many fick fits, and 
weak faintings were they ſub- 
je& to in their conception ? 
How many terrible pangs 
and painfull dolours did ac- 
company their produQion ? 
With what diligent care and 
fervent pains, and frequent 
colt were they at for their e- 
ducation? How many a wake- 
ful night, and weariſome reſt, 
and tedious thoughts, and 
dolefull teares, and earneſt 
prayers,have they poured out 
for them? Let not him be 
worthy the name of a child, 
who having received thus 


much from their parents,wiil | 


not with all poſſible ſubje&ti- 
on acknowledge it. And what 


better | 
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thy ſelfe to him, who (under 
God) hath been the cauſe of 
thy being,” and ſo earneſtly 
ſeeks after thy well-being? Ir 
15 a part of the parents duty 
| ſealonably and carefully to 
provide in this kind for their 
children. Thus did «Abraham 
for his ſon ſar, Gen.24.243. 
And Tſaac. for his ſon Facos, 
Gen.28.12. And Hagar for 
| her ſonne 1ſmael, Gen. 21,21. 
And as the ſons,fo the daugh- | 
ters were at the parents dil- 
poſing, thereſore faith ales, 
T1 will grye thee eAchſah my 
| das hter. to wife, Joſh. 15. 17. 
FR Saul gave David Michol 
his daughter to wife, 1 Sam. 
18. 27. yea. Naomi was Care- 
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| full | 


| 
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Gen. 39, 
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full to provide for Ruth, her 
daughter in law, g#th 1. 2. 
And is it not then the chil- |} 
barn duty to ſubmit tothetr | 
pn roviding? Yeaſure- |} 
y: for ſo did Faco%;'Gez. 28. || 
6,7.Nay,it is obſervable,that |} 
the parents conſent among{t |} 
the heathen, is a thing requi- |} 
ſite in marriage, Ger. 34. 4.|| 


Therefore ſaid Shechem to his 
father Hamar , Get me this 
maid to wife, implying that 
unlefle his Father would get 
her, he could not take her. 
And what doe they but heap 
up. woe to themſelves, and 


26. 34, 35+ Therefore ſecing 
it is the Parents duty to pro- 


CO  enpnammornaa BF: 


ſorrow and griefe upon the | 
gray haires of their aged pa- |: 
 rents,who dootherwiſe? Gez., | 
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J| pitch upon one who may be 
f! every way qualified and meet 
7! for thee, as before mentio- 
J/ ned,thattheir hearts may not 


*| beſo carried away with ſome 
1] particular obje&, at which 
|| they look moſt,and like beſt, 
| be 1t beauty or honour, or 
| friends, or riches, or the like: 


| attend her, be there elſe never 


| affections might be taken 
I moſt with that which de- 


TT 
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of God that he would dire& 
the hearts of thy parents to 


(for with theſe many are ſo | 
taken, that if they ſee theſe 


fo much unfitneſs and incon- 


ruity, yet they are reſo- | 


lute, none but ſhe ſhall have 
their conſent,) but that their 


'ſerves it beſt: and then defire 


bring 


that thy affe&tions may 'be | 
f| pliable to his, that he would 
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briog them into a ſubmiſſive 
frame; and not Jike ſome 
whoſe affetions waving ta- 
kenan head, run themſelves 


 vpon this deſperate reſoluti- 
| on, that what ever become of ||| 
it, they are reſolved, fall back |} 
or fall edge, like or-diſlike, || 
none ſhall ſtop them, none || 


ſhall hinder them ; certainly 


where ſuch unbridled reſolu- || 


tions meet ineither.,it plainly 


argues that God was ſought of || 
neither;neither of the parent || 


for the child, nor of the child 
for himſelfe. But ſurely this 
is the fruit of prayer,and here 


is the finger of God, when || 


the thoughts, inrentions, and 
affeftions of both ſweetly 


and harmoniouſly meet, and 
conjoyne in one. The buil-| 

dinp up of this match will be |} 
like |N/ 


| 
| 


| 
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4 y * 


n A am Ak AQ a9 


- a__ oonndÞ yy , 


R|axe: ſo here all things ſhall | 
#| come forward ſo 
#| routly and ſo cafily,that there 
{| ſhall not-reed an hammer to 
| drive them, and all obſtacles 
{| ſhall be ſo diſſolved, thar 


| Axeto hew them aſunder. 


{| wooed thy parents,then pro- 
|ceed toobtain the good will 


| wife,where thou doſt not find 


The godly mans choyce. | | 


like the building up of the 
Temple,1 K7gs 6.7. where-; 
in was heard neither the | 
voyce of the Hammer or the 


proſpe- 


there ſhall be noneed of an 


Now having ſucceſſively 


of the party ; but farſt be ſure | 
ſhe be one to whom thy affe- 


[| tions can be entirely knir. | 
{| Let no riches entice thee, nor 
| beauty allure thee,nor friends 


perſwade thee, no nor grace 
move thee to make any thy 


thine 
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thine affeQions equally 
drawing thee to it; for where 


entire love begins not the| | 


match, there jarring diſcerds 


for the moſt partw1ll end it.|| 
Firſt, be ſurethat thy affedti-|| 
ons are on her; and then la-|| 
bourto get her affections un-|| 
to thee: This mutuall love is|| 
the foundation on which this] | 


marriage ſtructure muſt be 


built, and the pillars which} 


muſt continually ſupport ir. 
Indeed ir is the very kernel] 


attempt it wit hout this, muſt 
expect that 1t cannot ſtand 


firm,but will ere long ſhatter] 


about his cares. 
Andasthy care muſt beto 


get her good will, fo howſf 


thou getreſt it : for herein 


many bewray abundance of 


weak-/} 
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I. Some wall declare their 
kindred, from what a noble 
ſtock they are derived, how 


Thus they ſeek by honour to 


E404 . . 
| { win their wives. 


2. Others will unlock their 
Treaſuries, lay open their 
before them 
their revenues, declare unto 
them the length and breadth 
of their poſſeſſions, with 
large proffers and promiſes, 
that the quinteflence of them 


their uſe and ſervice. Thus 
riches ſhall be a net to entrap 


| their affections. 
| 3. Some will acquaint them 


what large privitedges they 
ge P Z ya 


weakneſle, and a bundle ” 
| folly. 


nobly deſcended, what royall 
blood runs in their veines : | 


all ſhall be extracted for 


JS — w——_ 


{ the houſe, or in the field, or 


| ' 4. Others thete be who will 
| fpend their time and ſtudies 


pole ſome curious Poems, & 


| to win their affte&tions not| 


The godly Mans choyce, 
ſhall obtain,whar liberty they 
ſhall enjoy, what ever 1s 1 


in the purſe, ſhall be at their 
diſpoſing, that. withopt con- 
trollment they ſhall come 
and goe, walk and ride at 
their own pleaſure. Thele 

retend liberty, but intend to 
Hhrepn {ure to themſelvs. 


in frequenting the Muſes,that 
{6 by their aid they maycom- 
Anagrams, deckt with many | 
quaint exprefſions, and faw- | 
ning flatteries, thinking by 
theſe to raviſh the affetions | 
of ther ſilly ſweet-hearts. 

5. SOme againe will ſeek 


with words, but actions, they | 
wil 
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werc on the tenters, to con- 
trive what gifts will be moſt 
2cceptable,and what preſents 
may * the beſt load-ſtone to 
draw their aFe&ions ? 

6. Others there be, who 
vill pply themſelves by baſe 
flatrerings and enticings ac- 
companied with many fool- 
1h geſtures, fond & unſeemly 
carriages, the fruits of a weak 
brain, and a_ light behaviour, 
as if they had to deale with a 
imple child, and not a wiſe 
maiden. | 

7. And if this will not 


take effet,ſyume there be who 


C- witt | --- 
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| many perſons tread,there are 
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will ſet their helliſh thoughts 
awork,how to accompliſh, ſo 
as to have their lufttull will 
upon her, thinking that then 
all will be ſure, as if they had 
to deale with a proſtitute 
quean, and not a chaſt Vir- 
gin. 

There are many other 
wayes and methods, which to 
the wiſeſt are unknown. The 
way of a young man with a 
maid, 1s one of thoſe foure 
hidden things, Prov. 30,19. 
But it is to be feared, that a- 
mong the many wayes that ſo] | 


but few that hit upon the 
right: Surely I ſhould think 
this courſe beſt : it is moſt| | 
ſure and lefſe chargeable, a| | 
way wherein abundance of 
comfort and contentment 
may 
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may be brought in, and not 
any the leaſt expended Or laid 
{ ſour: ſeeking in another me-. 
# | thod, many ſpend abundance 
= [of reſtand contentment, and 
at length miſle of their aime, 
bur in this way they ſhall| 
 [|gainabundance of peace and 

” |comfort,and ſeldome or ne- 
| [verfailof their end. 
Goe to God, and earneſt! 

intreat him, that as he hat 

afforded thee his afſiſtance hi- 
rherto, in guiding and dire- 
ing thee to pitch thy 
thoughts only on one who 1s | 
religtouſly and vertuouſly|. 
diſpoſed, one who is every 
way qualified and fitted for 
thee; and as he hath been gra- 
cious unto thee, ſo) as to af- 
ford thee the free will and | 
conſent of parents,and remo- | 
| C-3 ved 
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| ved all difficulties and rubbs 
| that might lie in the way; 
{ that ſo now there 15a ſmooth 
and plain paſſage open for| 
thee to her, and her to thee : 
deſire him, that as he hath be- 
gun, that ſo he would finiſh 
the work:that he would guide 
thee and dire thee to pitch 
upon ſuch a courſe, to obtain 
her affe&ions,as may be moſt 
; proſperous 1n 1t ſelf, and be 
plealing to him< Tell him 
thou knoweſt. that neirher 
thine own nor her affe&tions, 
1re at each others own, bur at | 
his diſpoſing; be 1s able to 

turre them and wind them oe 
| he ple1ſcrh: theretcire i itreat 
him to knit ani unite your 
afte tins One tNwards ano: 
t'ocyin an wwiep irable band 
ther might iiever be broken: 
| Th 
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|1na knot ſo firm,that nothing 


but death may diſſolve it: and 
not like ſome,who after their 
affections have been ſetled, 
and the match even almoft 
concluded, I know not whe- 
ther by their parents, for 
ſome triviall buſinefſe, or 
mony mitter ; or by the par- 


ſmall jarre or prejudice, en- 
tertained perhaps . Oonely 
through the afperſion of 
ſome, malevolent to their fu- 
ture happineſle, they have 


| [raſhly broke off all, which 
! [forthe preſent, rhough they 


bave ſwallowed downe , yet 


geſted, and ſo it hath bred in 
them a diſtempered head, a 
diſquieted mind, and a diſ- 
contented heart. 


ties themſelves for ſome 


o_ never throughly di- - 
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Again, tell im, thou doſt 
not attempt by any indire& 
wayes of thine owne, or by 
any unlawfull enterpriſes of 
others to inſinuate thy ſelfe 
into her affe&tions, or to 
draw her affetions unto 
thee, but thou leaveſt it to 
him: And, as many do, ſome- 
times make choyce of ſome | 
PRI friend to imploy in 
this buſinefſe of wooing for 
them; ſo thou doſt make 
choyce of him, as thy moſt 
eſpeciall friend, into whoſe 


mit thy ſelfe, intruſting him 
with the whole buſineſſe, de- 
firing him to doe all thy 
works for thee. 

Now 1f he ſhould ſeem to 
put thee off, as not willing to 
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hands thou doſt wholly com- 5 


undertake for thee, thou| | 
J mayſt | 
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burden of it on him, Pſal.55, 


| him with his promiſe where- | 
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may ſt tell him, it is contrary 
to his praCtice of old, he was 
wont to invite his ſervants 
and children, that when they 
had any great bulſineſle to do, 
they ſhould come and caſt the 


22, Tell him he is immurable, 
heis God and changeth nor, 
therefore he cannot ſhake 


thee off. Tell him thou doſt 
truſt him with it, and preſſe 


in he hath ſaid, He will never 
faile any that put their truſt 
in him, Deat.31. 6. Pſal. 9g. 
to. and then thou mayſt be 
ſure he will not begin with 
thee. Tell him thou wilt ſtay 
his leaſure, and wait upon | 
him, knowing that he that be- 
leeveth, makethnot haſt; tell 
him thou knoweſt that none 


| 


| | G4: can | 


Pſal.s 5 


Deur.37, 
6 


Pſal.9.19-: 
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| be that may 


can ſoeaſily unite your affe- 
tions as the can ; if he do but; 
ſpeake the word, it ſhall be 
done ; and if he doe but once; 
unite them,they are united to; 
| the purpoſe, nothing ſhall be| 3 
able to looſe them; neither] Þ 
ſicknefle nor poverty, or Mi- 
(ery, or perſecution, Or im-| | 
priſonment, or what ever it] |} 
ſeparate their | | 
bodies,nothing ſhall ſeparate 
their affetions; yea further | 
defire him, that he would in. 
ſuch a way, and in ſuch a man- 
ner draw your affeCtions to- 
gether, ſo as you may ſee,it is 
his band alone that knits 
them : ſo ſhalt rhou be en- 
|couraged to faſten them on 
her, as on one which he hath 
provided for you: yea, let 
him know, that as there are| | 
| many | 


{ 
! 
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many prayers put Up unto 
him, ſo there are many pray- 
ers wait upon himz.and 1t hee 
will fucceflively accompliſh 
the deſires of his people, he 
ſhall moſt willingly inhabit 
the praiſes of his people. 
Surely, whoever doth apply 
himſcelfe in theſe wayes , hce 
ſhall find them very proſpe- 
rovus; God doth uſually 
crowne them with {ucceſſe, 
thou ſhalt find more then an 
ordinary providence going | 
along with thee, and doing | 
for thee, yea, it may be,be- 
yoaod thy expectation, thou 
ſhalt ſe2and feel ſuch a ſwcer | 


| COnjundtion of heart and aft: | 
| f-Ction, the very covrempla- 
[tion of it will excecdiugly, 


| nleaſc and delizhr thee, 


When you or your ſriend 


| 
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for you, do make the motion 
to her friend or friends,under 
whoſe power ſhe 1s, or if (ſhe 


[being in her own power)it be 


made to her ſelfe, you muſt 


by any means, to circumvent 
them to gain your defire, ei- 
ther by ſeeming to be more 
religious, or better then you 
indeedare,or by making your 


better then it is, conceale no- 


|thing from them, the know- 


ledge whereof after marriage, 
may cauſe griefe unto them ; 
Or may give them cauſe to 
ſay, that you dealt falſly and 
deceit{ully with them. 

9. Whengou make & pro- 
ſecute your ſute to her, be ſe- 
rious, free, ingenuous, and 


FRY with all kindneſſe, 
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then deal truly, doe not dare| 


condition, or eſtate, ſeeme | 
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n yet doe not pretend more 
r love then indeed you beare 
e| # [unto her. 
e| | | 10. Nowifat laſt God hath 
t| # | anſweredthy praters, and ful- 
e| | | filled thy deſires, and hath gi- 
t| 3 | ven theea vertuous wife, hath 
- | 3 | given thee her friends and 
e| | | thy friends conſent, and hath 
u| | [moſt firmely united your 
r!| | /affetions ina fiveet and in- 
e | | |violable bond of love,fo thar 
- | | [now the match is truck, and 

{ |thouenjoyeſt thy hearts de- 

7 7 {ſire ; then forget not thy for- 
. | {| |mer ſerious reſolutions, and| 
| f [intentions : Didft thou not 
1 | 


reſolve when thou waſt in the 
! {multitude of thy thoughts, 
-| Y [entangled in thy affeQions, 

 |{urpriſed with feares, and 
doubtfull of thy hopes, that 
! [if God would be pleaſed to 
| | quict | | 
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quiet thy thoughts, ſettle thy 
affe&tions, baniſh thy feares, 
and make ſure thy hopes,that 
then thou wouldſt with all 
thankfull acknowledgement, 
return to him the glory of it. 
Remember therefore what 
hath gone out of thy mouth ; 
and as he hath turued thy pe- 
tition into fruition; ſo doe 
thou turn thy reſolution into 
action, and preſcntly fall a 
blefling of him. | 

I.- Bleſs him that ever hee | | 
put it into thy heart to fall 
[{up.ON this courſe of ſeeking 
of him; when as others in all' 
their thoughts,and amidſt the | 
varicty of iÞheir wayes and 
contrivances, this is the leaſt, 
|yea, not any of them : To 
brics God in ſuch a matrer as 
this, they think it a thingas | | 
| | ridiculous, | | 
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ridiculous,fſo unproſperous ; 
now that thou ſhouluft make 
choyce of this way above all 
others, which by experience 
thou haſt found to be the beſt 
and ſureſt, here 1s cauſe of 
»lefling. | | | 
2. Again, bleſs him, that 
he hath given thee any wiſe- ; 
dome in chooſing, that hee 
hath reſtrained thee from 
hurrying thy affe&tions head- 
long, as many do,without wit 
or diſcretion,uponany which 
their rude fancie, and roving | 
eye is caſt upon, giving the| 
reines to their unbridled af- 
fe&tions,.to run unadviſedly 


upon any, where they ſee no | 
other excellency, but only | 


that which Is 1a wealrh, ho- ' 
nour,beauty,parts,or the like: | 
as for grace,they defire.it not 
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atall; or if they do, only as 
the over-walght to ſo many 
pounds of Gold ; yea, ſome 
are ſo beſotted, thar where 
none of theſe are, yet there 
ſha!l their affections bez how 
then haſt thou cauſe to bleſs 
God, that he hath given thee 
ſuch ſpirituall wiſedome, 
wherewithall to over-maſter 
thy affe&tons, ſo as they are 
carryed out only there,where 


| there are better motives to | 


draw them ? as for Beauty, 
Riches,and the like,theſe thou 
deſireſt only as Adjunds, as 
the ſhell : Grace, that is the 
ſubſtance, that 1s the kernel], 
for which thou takeſt ſo 
much pains to get, and be- 
ing gotten,takeſt ſo much de- 
light in enjoying. 


& 3. Bleſs him, not only for 
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: ſecking with finding, that 
! {thou haſt found a Roſe amon 


| {to thy nature; he hath not ' 
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-pplying thy minde to ſeek a 
vertuous and gracious mate z 
but that he hath crowned thy 


the Thiſtles and a Lilly among | 
the Thorzes ; that among ſo 
many thouſands, he hathaas it 
were, culFd out one, whoſe 
gracious andgodly diſpoſiti- | 
on is every way anſwerable to 
thy defire ; and whoſe quali- 
fication is every way ſutable 


dealt ſo with every one,many | 
have ſought, but not found, 
and few have had their expe- 
cations anſwered in their en- 
joyments. 

. 4+ Again, bleſs him not 
only that thou haſt found,bur 
that thou haſt found with ſo 


| 


much facility and delight ; be 
| hath 
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bath made thy pains ealte,and 
thy labours delighttull,, thou 


| haſt obtained a great bleſſing 


with little coſt; - ſhouldeſt 
thou have obtained her as ma- 
ny have done, with the under- 

oing of a troubled minde, a 


| diſquieted ſpirit, many tu- 


multuous thoughts,& reſtleſs 
vexations , yet thou couldlt | 
not but bleſs z nay, ſhouldeſi 
thou have been put to 1t with 


| Daved, to obtain thy wife 


with the danger of thy lite,by 
dint of fword, to {lay an hun- 
dred Philiſtims, and bring 
their fore-skins for a dowrie, | 
1Sam.18.25.0r with Othazel,| 
who won his irife with the ha- 
zard of his life,by ſmiting Ke- 
athfepber,and taking it, Joſuab 
15.17. yet there was cauſe to 


bleſs: but ifthou haſt been ſo 
; far \ 
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The godly mans choyce. 


far from undergoing ſuch 
difficulties, as that thou haſt 
with no danger, but a great 
deal of ſafety, and much feli- 


| city obtained her ; God ha- 


ving removed for thee even 


|all thoſelefler impediments, 


| that at any time dd but lie in 
the way as rubs to hinderit ; 
and hath in all thy way made 
g00d that promile to thee, 
Iſa. 26. 3. keeping thee in 


mind was ftayed on him; O 
then what cauſe haſt thou to 
DIETS 1 --.-- 

5. Bleſs him that he did 
freely give thee the good will 
and conſent of thine and her 


friends ; the procuring of | 
}-| which ſome have ſought with 


many a ſad thought, and tur- 
bulent minde, but could not 
obtain 


perfe& peace, becauſe oy 


Ia, 2 63+ 
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| The godly mans choy 
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obtain it, and thoſe that hav 
ventared fo far, as to match 
themſelves without it, have 
incurr'dthe loſs, not only of 
their friends favour, but of 
their own comfort. | 
6. And bleſs him, if hee. 
hath weaned thy affeQtions 
from any that formerly they 
were caſt on(now ſeeing Gods 
proyidence otherwiſe diſpo- 
ſing of ber) thou waſt hereby 


| weongh not to a malicious | 


batred againft her, or to a 
fretting vexation in thy ſelf, 
as many have been, who ha- 
ving been once. crofle in 
their affetions, have for the 
time to come, reſolved 1r- 
reconcileable hatred againſt 
the party, and raſhly vowed 
perpetuall virginity to them- 
ſelves, a thing not in their 

own 


| 


| | | The godh mans choyce. 
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7» 
( | that hee hath ſo proſpered 


| | hath ſo heard your prayers ; 


own power.But herein mayft 
thou bleſs, that thon did} 


[| willingly ſubmit to. God, as 


to that which was beſt for 
thee, ſtill preſerving thy af- 
fetions towards her, ſoas to 
pray for, and deſire her wel- 
fare, rejoyce 1n her proſperi- 
ty, and mournwith her in ad- 
verſitie. And for thy ſelfe 
didft patiently commit thy 
ſelfe unto the Lord, waiting 
till hee would provide for 
thee, who hath now anſwera- 
bly ſatisfied thy deſire, and 
given thee ſuch a bleſſing as 
thae thou haſt not loſt by 
waiting. = 

; laſtly, bleſs him, 


| all your enterprizes, that hee 


as that-now hee hath given 


you 
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{hopes (reſpeQing ſo great a 


The godly mans choyce. 


—C 


you a ful and compleat fruit1- 
on of them, hee having.now 
knit your affe&tions one to- || 
wards another in a moſt firm 
and indiſſoluble union ; ſo 
that all your former diſtem- | 
pered thoughts are now-quie- 
ted, your affettions ſetled, 
your fears banithed,and your 


temporall mercy) enjoyed. , 
Mov 76 04g Oita. 
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Some other di re- 
Rions for unmarried 
perſons, 


EFT OU havein the for- 
EXE mer Diſcourſe ſeen 
many Directions 
how 'to make a 
te choice of one, with 
whom - you would marry. 
Before I give you like Dire- 
ions how to live as becom- 


| meth Chriſtians in that mar- 
Þ| ried eſtate, I ſhall minde you 


of ſome things needfull to be 
known and made uſe Of, be- 
fore that . your - marriage be 


conſummate. ok 
1. Doe 


—_ — —— 
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Other D ireftons 
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1. Do not pleaſe and Ye- 
ceive your ſelf, witha miſ-ap- 
prehenſion of the married} 
eſtate, promiſing to youreltf| 
to reap and injoy that good, || 
and (as many willcall it) that 


| happineſs, which 1s not tob 


foundin it. 
2. Thereis an inſufficien- 


| cy inmarriage, as inall other 


earthly (though lawfull and 
good)things,to give full con- 
tent, and to ſatisfie your de- 
ſires : you muſt bring content 
with you unto it, or you ſhall 
never find content in it. You 
muſt firſt be ſo good a ſchol- 


ler in Chriſts School, as to 


have learned in every eſtate to 
be content. 

3., Take heed that heat of 
love do not make you ſo 
blinde,that you ſee not things 


_—_— 


——C@©_lw@@l_— 


2all, 


= for unmarried Perſons. 


59 

e. || /.2s they are,nor yet look ir, 
p- |or ſee any thing but what 
=d ||| | may concern the ſatisfying | 
| | of your preſent deſires, 
d,\f| | 4. How many are there, 
2+ || | that when they are in love, ſee 
5e||} | nothing but fair, and good, in 
their Be/oved # then they can 
ſee no faults, ſcarce any infir- 
mities, who, after marriage, | 
when their luſt 1s a little over, 
or unſatisfied, or not 'findin 
the content they expected, 
are too quick-ſighted to ſee 
and finde faults,when there 1s 
none, or ſuch only, as wiſe! 
men ſhould have foreſeen, 
and can eaſily bear & pals by. | | 

5- Theyarealſoſowholly 
taken up with expeRation of | 
the preſent delights and con- 
tent they ſhall have by mar- 
riage, that they do notat all 
: wee? --_ 
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| you inthe enſuing Diſcourſe. 


Other DireFions 
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forcthink of the many duties, 
which,w henthey are married, 
they muſt doe ; nor yet of the 


cares they muſt take ; nor of| | 


the evils they are to ſuffer. * 

7, Alltheſe you mult think 
of, and prepare for, before 
that you marry. 


8. God hath in his Word| 


told you, what you muſt doe 


when you are married, moſt| 


of the particulars I hall ſkew 


9. Godhathalſotold you, 


that when you are married, | 


jou ſhall hays troubles 1n the 
fieſk, ſuch as ſingle perſons 
are freed from ; yea, troubles 
ſo many wayes, and in ſo ma- 
ny things,that chey cannot be 
numbres ; daily ex perience of 
married perſons proveth it ro 


be moſt true. 
I'o When | 
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| found in it for all thoſe pur- 
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the world, it made the whole 
Creation ſudje# to wanitre; 
it did empty. the creature of 
that ſufficiency which before 
it had, whereby ſatisfaction 
and content might have been 


poſes for which God ha] 
made it. This fin it brought a 
curſe upon the creature yea, 
upon — ; ſo that ifany 
ſhall be ſo fooliſh as to ex» 
e& nothing but good in it, 
e ſhall fi _-_ nothing but va- 
nitie and yexation of ſpertt ; 
as we learn by Salomozs expe- 
riment. 
11. I write not this to diſ- 
courage any , who have a cal- 
ling to marry; For marriage 
is an honorable ordinance: of 
God, for excellent ends;as to 


10. When ſin entred into. 


G1 


Rom.$, 20 


Gen, 3,16 | 
Eccl.t.14, 


| 
Eecl.z, 3. 
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Other Direfions 


be a ſemimary tor the propaga- 
tion of mankinde, a nurſery 
out of which to gather his 
Church, a means to prevent] | 
ſin in thoſe who have ſtrong 
deſires, and cannot well con- 
taine,as alſo for mutuall help 
and comfort in humane fo- 
Cletie. 

2. Such may be a ſingle 
man or womans conſtitution || 
of body, and condition for 
their outward eſtate, thatthe|| 
good and comfort of marri- 
age may countervaile and ex- 
ceed the troubles of it. In 
1uch caſes it is beſt to marry ; 
whereas otherwiſe it would 
be beſt to abſtaine. 

I3. The leaſt fin 1s worſe 
and more tobe ſhunned, then |} 
the greateſt carthly trouble. 
(Touching marrying, or not 

4 marrying, 


[8 


| for unmarried Perſons. 


marrying, choice is to be 


beſt pleaſe God 1n either eſtate, 
and be moſt free from ſin, or 
(as theif condition may be in 
compariſon ) moſt free from 
worldly cares and diſtrattions. 
In ſome caſes, ſome few dr- 
tractions in the unmarried 
eſtate, may exceed the many 
troubles in the married. 

14. Where awiſeand good 
Choice 1s made, there are in- 
deed many benefirs and com- 
forts to be found in the mar- 
ried eſtate; For in many caſes 
Two are better then one, eſpeci- 
ally,-when thoſe two are one 
intheir ftudies andaffetions, 
t5 doe one another gnnd. 
Loving and fairhful hnsbands 
and wives, willnne nelp ano- 
rherin keeping off,and(if this 
2 Can- 


made, according as men may 


4 


. Eccleſ 4. 


9,10,Ii, 
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Other Direfatons 


cannot be) in bearing one a- 
| nothers burdens,and will ſup- 
ply each others wants 1n ver 
many things, both corporall 
and ſpirituall,and will be ſpe- 
ciall helpers of each others 
joy. En 
15. Inthe married eſtate | 
may be expected the greateſt 
earthly comforts attainable 
intbis life ; yea,much ſpiritu- 
all comfort ,1t the yoak-tel- 
lowes doe truely feare God, 
and are truely religious and. 
loving one to another,ſfo that 


helpfull, and to doe good, { 
and give all lawfull content 
unto each other, in all the|. 
youu offices they owe as huſ- 

ind and wife, and as heires 


together of the ſame grace 
of life. 


Led bt ay 


FG It 


[and prepare for abilitie tado 


{which they neither looked, | 


E- for unmarried Þ erſons. | | 

16. It ſhall be your wil- 
dome to be provident and 
wary how you enter into this | 


eſtate;and that you foreknow, 
and doe throughly forethink | 


the duties, and to beare the 
TOI which that eſtate wil 
neceſlarily put you upon, as I 
hinted beloin OF 

17 I would therefore have 
unmarried perſons take heed 
that they deceive not them- 
ſelves in expe&ting more good 
inthe married eſtate, then it 
bath in it toafford them, leſt 
(when they are diſappointed 
of what they expeRed, nay, 
when contrary to expeCctati- 
on they fin&#much to be done, 
yea, much evill to be ſuffered 


nor prepared OE) their lives 


3 be | 
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| 


| be made comfortable; and as; 
to ſome it doth prove fo irk- 
ſome and intolerable, that 
they {infully (and too lare) 
repent of that their marriage 
which they fo inconſiderably | 
did enter into. -: | 
| 1. Whentwo meet perſons 
have acc ring to the former 
diretions proceeded, and; 
| have gained conſent of pa- | 
| rents, 2nd conſent of each o- 
I cher, ſo that they are refol- 
ved to marry one another : rt | 
1s good that they be contra. 
fed and made ſure one toan- 
other, by betrothing, before 
that they be ſolemnly mar- 
ried. | : | 
"2, This hath b&n the uſe 
Deur. 20. | Of Gods people in all ages, 
Deur a2, | both before and ſince the 
33. coming of our Saviour : His 
' mother, | 


| mother, -the bleſſed Virgin 


| [ting their troths, and giving 


| for unmarreed Perſons, | 


AMary,was betrothed to Foſeph. 

3- This a& of betrothing | 
of two meet perſons allowed 
to marry, 1s by mutuall pligh- 


themſelves one to another;to 
enj-y cach other, when they 
ſhall be ſolemnly married. 

4. This a& doth foaſiure 
them one to another, that 


ſhould conſent) goback and 
deſiſt from marriage; yet it 
doth not give them right of 
marriage ſociety and due be- 
nevolence one from another, | 
which is not given untill mar- 
riage : Mary the mother of 
onr Saviour, was Foſeph her 
husbands fe, by vertue of | 
the betrothing, but ſhe con-| 


tinued a Virgin. Joſeph had 
WS: ns. 
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they cannot (though both | 
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Mart. 1,30, | 
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no knowledge of her, becauſe 
they were not marryed. 

5. This betrothing is of| 
great good uſe; For after| 
| that they are betrothed, the 
mindes of thoſe two are ſet-| 
led, all fears and doubts of 
breaking off, are removed. | 
They may then not only give 
leave to their affetions, but | 
may heighten and inlarge | 
[them, one towards another. | 
| Now, they may, and ought to 
conſider hefore-hand of their 
coming together, and of ma- 
k10g provition for it, And 
this ſtaying ſometime be- 
tween the contract and mar- 
riage, will ſheiv, that it 15 not 
luſt which makes them run 
headlong into this eſtate, as 
{It is with too many,more like 
brute Beaſts then reaſonable 
TX =. mens | 
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men ; but that they do it ad- 
viſedly, foberly, and in the 
tear Ot God. 


Profitable direftions 
for married Perſons. 
Ome of theſe concern 


Husband and Wife mu- 
tually; ſome concern each 


peculiarly. 
1. When Godhath joyned 


youin ſoneera relation, you 
are firſt to ſee God, and ro 
acknowledge himin this your 
match; Ir was God who 
joyzed you together. 
2. Allthin $ cometopals 
by. his providence, which 1« 
to be. taken notice of; hur 


marriages are made " rh. 
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Profitable Diretions 


wth. 


ſpeciall hand of his prov1- 
dence: Houſe and inheritance) 
are of the fathers, but a-prudent 
rife,and ſoa good Husband, 


are of the Lord,yea, every good 
Husband and Wife 1s of the 
Lord. 

3. The ſceingand acknow- 
ledging of God in your mar- 
riage, as it will cauſe you to- 
be thankfullto him; fo it will 


arm you againſt all the trou- 


bles in the fleſh which you 
ſhall mect-with in that eſtate. 
It will keep you from repen- 


ting of your match, and from | | 


wiſhing, that you had not 


ſuch and ſuch; you cannot 
now ſay unto, or twit ore 
ar.Oother with this ;; that I 


might have had ſuch an one, 
0 


PE 
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married this perſon,and from] } 
| v1ſhing,that you had married 


| - for married Perſons. 


ſo beautitull, ſo perſonable» 
ſo rich, ſo well qualified ; no, 
now you ſee you could have 
none other, this 1s the 'man, 
this is the woman, that God 
hath given me; you muſt ſay, 
I will therefore thankfully 
and contentedly fatisfie my 
ſelf in this my lot and por- 
tlon. 

4. Now you are married, 
conſider what you then did, 
you then entred 1nto a neer 


|covenayt one with another ; 


yea, intoa (/ovenant with Goy 
to be one anothers, and to be 
faithfu'il to each other. Now 


you are no longer two, but: 
oe fleſh, not your Own, but; 
oneanothers ſelf: So thar it 
you break covenant one wit! 
another, you break covenant” 
alſo with your God. | | 
| 5. You 


| 


\ 


72 Profitable Diretions 


—— EIS:  - on 6A 


5. You muſt love each 0- 
ther as your own ſouls with 
a Chriitian, pure, tender, a- 
{bundant, naturall, and matr:- 


J=wet | MONL1IL love, | ] 
Aeon: x 6, The foundation that muſt 
{bear vp this love, and the 
ſpring, which muſt feed and 
nourtth this love, ts notonly, 
tor Chiefly, the commendable 
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werirg parts and endowments that 


nk ty, 
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bone of each others bone, and 

that it is now from God, that 
you are thus made one; and 
chat it is his will and pleaſure 
that it ſhould be ſo. 

7, "WW ken your love is thus 
-rounded, 1t will be conſtant 
75 cach other, 2s well in one 
, ; cond1- | 
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condition as another. You 
muſt therefore love her (as 
before you are taught) be- 
cauſe God hath made -her 
your wife; And you muſt ſo 
love him, becauſe God hath 
made him your husband : Al- 
though it may happen, that 
there 1s not in your yoke. fel- 
low that perſonablenes,beau- 
ty, wit, vertue, and good qua- 
lities that are it many others, 
yet the own busband and wife, 
muſt be the obje&t of your #7 
choyceſt and ſingular love, 
and*you muſt eſteem of cach {902 
otter fo, as to be endeared 
one to another, above and be- | 
fore any other in the world. 
8. This love muſt Chew it P: 
ſelf in the fruits of it: and $22yag# 
firſt to rhe better part; to £3522: 
| the. ſouls one. of another. 


- 
i 


#* 


Se EE EA 


'I Pet.3.1. 


| 


Projitable Diretiops 


True /ove edifieth not only a| 


mans ſelf, but others alſo. 

9. You muſt therefore 
pray one for another,and one 
w** another, you mult further 
one anorher in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs. The godlyand 
unblameable converſation of 
man and wife, doth much con- 
duce to the converſion and 
burlding of one another up in 
their holy fair h,beingaccom- 

anied with inſtructing, ex- 
fomning and comforting, and 
(as there ſhall be cauſe) ad- 


moniſhing 1n the Lord : Ir is || 
nouſurpation, but love an ||| 


Jury in a wife,as well as inthe 
husband, toperform to each 
rheſe Chriſtian offices ; pro- 
vided always,that the wife do 
ir wich a/] humole reſpect to 
her husban-!, in due time, 


plzce. and manner. 19. 
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Io. This love muſt alſo! 
ſhew it ſelf in all due ſtudy tore 
and care to pleaſe eath. other in NY 
all things wherein you may ; 
giving all lawfull content one. 
to another; you to your 
power and skill, muſt be help- | 
full one to another : If the 
wife be madeto be an help to 
the husband, the husband 
much more is to be helpfull 
to the wife, becaufe God hath 
made him to be the ſtronger, 
and hath given him more abi- , | 


BEND” 


| | lity to do It. 


| | and not evill: the wife tothe |[11, 12, 


Your hearts muſt be ſo-knit 
to each other, and ſo for one 
another, that you may truſt |. 
one 1n the orher, doing 200d, ' prgy.gr. 


hnsband, and husbard to the ' 
wife,all the dayes of your lite. | 
Ii. You muſt alſo ſhew 


| - — Jo. 
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Heb.13.4- 


1 Cor,7+3. 


Profitable Dzredions 


your love in faithfulneſs to 
each other;"in keeping your 
bodies chaſte,z2nd only one for 


zevolence in a ſeaſonable,tem- 
perate and fanctified uſe of 
marriage; There are ſome 


bid marriage ſocietic : Alſo 
intemperate and immodeft 


lutiull defires, but increaſe 
them rather; and marriage 
is reckoned .amonglt thoſe 
good things of Goll which 
are warranted and /azfifed 
by the Word of God and 
Prayer. 

12, Yonarc to ſatrsfie your 


races each of your own hul- 


another,giving to each de be-| 


times wherein God hath for-- 


'ufe of marriage, ſpringing | 
from immoderare affections, |. 
will not farisfie and quench 


Feiyes in rhe ſnoietie and cm- | 


band 
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band and wife: Adulterie is 


a moſt heynous ſin, and moſt 
deſtructive of the marriage 
Covenant,you cannot wrong 
one another in any thing 
more, nor-any way ſooner 


wrong and root out your poſtert- 
ty, nor 


laſting blot and infamy upon 
your name, then by the em- 


bracing .of the boſome of a 


ſtranger, It will bring de- 
ſirutton- upon the ſoul ; for 
rhoremongers and Adulterers 


God will judge: If any temp- 
tation or motion to that evill 
hall preſent it ſelf, either 


from within, or from with- 


out, repell it, with indigna-. 


tion,ſaying thus with thy ſelf, 
in like words to thoſe of 
chaft Joſeph, when hee was 
tempted 


bring a greater or | 
| more abominable- and ever- 


Job 31, | 


_ 


78 


> — _—_——__ 


Gen.39.9 


I Cor.13- 


Profitable D ireftinns 


| tempred by his lewd Miſtreſs 


, Shal I wrong my yoakfellow; 

ſhal I break my covenant that 
 Imadewith my God? How car 
| I commit this gredt wickedneſs, 
| and ſin agaizſt God £ Adul- 
terers by the law of Loſes 
were to be put to death. 


caule, ho,nor occaſion of jea- 
-Joufie, fo abhor to be cauſe- 


20 euill , ir belteveth all things, 
it bopeth all things, 

14. Youmuſtwith all ten- 
der care be preſervers of each 


you' mnft be ſo firm to each 
other, that you may truſt one 
in another, and lock up your 
ſelves in one anothers breſts, 
| keeping each others ſecrets, 


""— 


me +  - = Q0 , 153. 


13. As you muſt not give | 


leſly jealous one of another ; | 
true & ardent love will thzzt 


others names and credits, |- 


never | 


eee oeeoes ile won 


ons” Sa bod n 


It is God that gjveth,or with-| 
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never blazing abroad the 
faulrs, or frailties of each. 
'True love can, and w:ll cover- 


| ee a multitude of ſins; you 
[| muſt do with 'themn as you 


will do with the ſoars of your 
own bodies, never uncover 
them,burt when a plaiſter is to 
be latd to them. 

15. If God give you no 
children, do not impure the 
fault-to the one or other ; 


holdeth children : when you 
have commended this to God 
by Prayer, you muſt patient- 
ly and conter.tedly ſupmur to 
Gods will. It was Rgchels 
reat fault, to fay to her buſ- 
ban d, Give mee chilaren, or elſe 
I die, q 
16.If God dogive you child 


or children,then joyn in hear- 
iy 


Gen.zo.1 
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ty thanks to God, who hath 
' graciouſly given them unro 
you ; joyne alſo in breeding 
and bringing them up 1n the 
nurture of the Lord, 

17. You muſt be helpfull 
one toanother, in over-ſee- 
ing, guiding, governing, and 


well-ordering the wayes of | 


your family. Though the 
husband is ſpecially to have 


an eye to the men, and the | 


wife to the maids , yet it ſhall 
| be your wiſdome to joyne as 
in the choice of the farthfulleſt 


you can get,fo in teachizg and 


furthering them in goodnes, 
taking all good occaſion to 
inſtruct them in wayes 'of 


godlineſſe and righteouſneſſe, | 


and to ſtop and reſtrain them 
from wickedneſle, looking to 


them that they be diligent and 


faith- 


CE eenactih —__y -/ 
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for married Perſons. 


faithful in their places : you 
muſt joyn in looking to the 
ſtate of your family, tor their 
due mmployment © and mainte- 
nance. And as in governing | 
the children, the father muſt 
not take part againſt the mo- 
ther; So neither muſt the ma- 
ſter take part with the ſer- 
vants againſt the dame or mi- 
ſtrefle, nor muſt the mother, 
or dame, or miſtreſſe,doe the 
like, when the father or ma- 
{ter doth reprove or correc, 
but muſt joyne one with ano- 
ther therein. If cither father 


— 


or mother, maſter or miſtris, 


re&tion, they are in private to 
ſhew one another their fail- 
ings, and not openly before 
ſervants or children. If when 


doe faile_in reproofe or cor- | 


81 | 


Prov.27. 
23; 26. 
Pro.3 T +27 


| 


one reproveth,the other doth 


cocker 
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cockerandapprove,and when 
one corre&eth, the other (4- 
veth from correction ; this 
doth weaken the authority of 
each in the family, and will 
embolden the children or ſer-| 
vants in evill; and both father 
and mother,maſter, miſtrefle, 
or dame,will be brought into 

contempt. | 
18. Touching your world- 
ly eſtate, vou mult be helpfull 
and fairhfull ro each other 
you muſt be dr{zgent in your 
places, and be goo hnsbands 
and' good houfſwives, thrifty 
& frugall, labouring with band 
and head ahout ſomething that uh 
good, according to your cal 
ling, that you »ay have wher- 
| on you and yours may more 
comfortably live; and wherc- 
. |/withall you may doe good, 
( and 


hmm 


—— 
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and give to them that need. 
Let nothing be waſtfully and | 
wickedly ſpent. | 

19. And know,there ought 
to be a communitie jk the 
uſe of that temporall eſtate, 
which God hath given.you; 
with husband and wife a1! ſuch 
things ſhould be common ; 
One ow {e,one purſe,one bed, 
In every. thing alike, ſutable 
to their place and meanes. 
God hath made the husband 
to be head; and therefore to | 
have the chiefe power in difſ- 


82 
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poling and ordering of his 
worldly eſtate; yet the wife 


| is notat ſuch a diſtance, as is 


the ſervant, or child, but fo 
neere to him, and one with 
him, that ſhee hath a right, as 
in his honors and diznities, 
which he cannot reſtrain = 

O ? 


leo. IT 
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-jof, ſoin all his goods , with| 


which he did endow her at 
their marriage : She therctore 
is to enjoy them as well as he 
for her ule, forall good pur- 
poſes, as there ſhall be cauſe, 
except her manifeſt folly and 


waſttulnefle doe cauſe a re- 


ſtrainr, 

20. You may and are to 
have your times of more then 
ordinary familiarity one with 
another,in your amiable con- 
verſe and delighting one in 


another, and with ſuch ex-| 


preſſions as arc meet to be 


ſhewed: between none, but | 


ſuch as are man and wife ; as 
Tſaac with his Rebecca. But this 
is not ſeemly before others, 
but when alone; I mean, that 
palpable courting of each o- 


ther, and dallying one with 
another, 


Hr 
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another, as is the'manner of 
roo--many', who therein ex-: 
prefle* muclt lighrneſſe and 
vanity it their” love, and doe 
miniſter matter of remptati- 
on, at lezſt offence to others. 
2T. Your love muſt be ſo 
trohg, as not tolbe' eaſily pro- 


| | voted; truElove is'exceeding 


patient, it will-bears allthrngs, 


endure all thinps,nothing muſt 
quench your love one to ano- 


22, [fany differetice ſhall a- 
riſe,tending to make a breach 
berween you, 'take heed, that 
it doe&'not riſe to a flame, be 
ſure that you compoſer, and 
tifle it ſpeedily;goe not «{are 


either of you to ſleep upon 
any fuch diſcontent, for -you 
know not what a night may 
bring forth, and what altena- 


bw 


; 


| 


| 


tion | 
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ton of affe&tion, and what 
firangeneſle it may brecd cre 
*[Eph.4.26. | morning. The Sur ſhoeld net || | 
goe down upon the wrath of any, 
- | much lefle ſhould it upon the 
- }diſcontent of man and wiſe; 
Each of you ſhould ftrive, 
who ſhouldbegin firſt tolook 
cheerfully, and amiably, and 
J-. ſhew kindneſſe one to ano- 
. | ther, that the breach may be 
1 mqgitn= uy: or if any be, may 

made up between your| 
| ſelves. The wife, ſhee out of |ff 
duty, the -husband, he out of |} 
"wiſdome ſhould begin firſt, 
which when it is done by the; 
| Onc,, let nor the other dare, 
{| but lovingly and readily to 
entertain it. If your love be 
| true, and if it be managed by 
that wiſdome which is from 
above, as it will be pare, fo .. 

w 
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will be peaceable, gentle, eafie to 
be iztreated, full of kindnefſe, 
4nd good fruits, Conſider this 
ſeriouſly, and then you can- 
not; I am ſure, you will not 
continue long in any variance 
that ſhall fall out between 
23, If you finde pride and 
folly to be ſo great in you, 
that it keep you at too great 
a diſtance, through diſlike or | 
diſtaſte one with another, the 
[beſt way to remedy all, is to 
call upon one another togoc 
rogether into Gods preſence, 
and there joyne together in 
hearty prayer to him, con- 
fefling your faults unto him, 
intreating pardon, and that 
he will unite your hearts a- 
ou , that you may love and | 
ve together in all well-plea- 
E +- ſing 
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p Many who-4n the. pride, of| 


| wiſely, but with love, keepe| 


| choritie which God hath ſer | 
[i #4" fo 


es th 
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ſing to God, and to the Joy | 
and comfort one of another.| 


their heart; will:in theitchears 


ther ,” yet ( if they have'any | 


ſpirjts , and come to a right | 
mind againe, when they ham- | 
ble themſelves in the 11ghr of | 
God. 107 q922 21.2608 


- —_— 


T come w0W to the particular| 
duties of husband and wife, «| 


1. VJ OU that arc'an huſ-{ 
band may, nay ,/muſt|; 


your place, and uſe your* au-| 


1 


you in, - 


. 


1 | 


a WWW i S 


| "2: By keeping it, I doe not| 


meare 


ſtout -it out one againſt ano-| 


grace) they will calme their| 


of Huhaud.qud Wife. 


meage z\that you ſhould take 
ypon you to.be erne, fierce, 
and dominecring in your car- 
riage towards her, tyger-like, 
as £99 many doeybut that you 
ary; your ſelfe like a wiſe 


| | bead, winning honour and rec- 


ſpe& from her, doing het.all 
right, gwing her all her due. 
In your government you muſt 


ritie, and bring your ſelf jnto 


of your authoritie- unto her, 
yet, hold your authoritie in 


your authority for you,joyn- 
ing with you in orderin 


your eſtate and family, - yet 
I "0 ISTT 
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| 


nat be light, nor fooliſh, for [5 
Ho yoy'will loſe your autho- 


coritempt. Though ſhee be a 
[wiſe and good wife, and.you | 
think fit to paſſe over much apt 


and-managing the affaires of 


B-3 NEVCT hin wings vl 


dts, 
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never ſuffer her ( if ſhee at{| 
tempt it ) 70 aſurpe authoritit| 
over you, but dwell mith ber as «| 
| men of knowledge and wiſdom, 
which ought to be in every 
one whom God hath made to 
be the head of his wife 3 yet 
know, though you are not to 
ſuffer your wife to rulc you, 
| it ſhall yet be your wiſdome, 
not to contemne ber counſel ani 
a&yice, nor to deny her any 
reaſonable requeſt. i "19 
| 3. Inthe uſe of your autho-| 
ritie, remember alwayes, that 
ſhee is thy companion, axd the 
 wpfe of thy Covenant © and con-| 


made your wife unto you, e-| 
ven fleſh of your fleſh ; but 
ſhee is the weaker, and more 
tender part of you, and there- 


fore you are tohonorher as the| 
weaker | 


_—_— 


fider how neere God hath|[i 
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(weaker weſſell; in tender care 
of her, pitying, covering,bear- 
ing with, and healing her im- 
perfetions and infirmitics ; | 
you muſt not put her upon a- 
ny _ but according to her 
{trength &abilities;you muſt 
ſupport her weaknes by your 
vengeh, and ſupply her de- | 
teas by your wiſdome : The 
|weakneſſe ſhee hath by xeaſon | 
| jof her ſex, ſhee yet being fo 
"[}|neercunto you, and neouiry | | 

{for you, and may be helpfull 
to you, muſt indeare you to 
her, and cauſe you to be ex- 
| [ceeding tender in your care 
| |ofher. God hath made you 

to be the guide of ber youth, |, 

ea, of all her dayes ; and he 

ath given you to have autho- 
ritie to command & reprove 
bel | |as there ſhall be cauſe, aid to 

| E 4 order | 


| 
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| 


| order. her in-her place, and | 


| for her goodevery way: "All 


} neſs; you muſt ſtore your ſelf 


learn'ef him there." tin 10 4 
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hath left: it toyou'ts;provide| 


this you muſt do out of cong([| 
ſcience of duty to God, and 
in loveto her. - ..:2 (I 

4. That you may do this] 
the better, - you muſt go:be- 
fore her imzall holy example, 
in goslineſs and ' righteoul-; 


with knowledge of the Vil! 
| and VWayes of God, where- 
fore ſtndy the Scriptures, 
heare the Word'much;: and 
treaſure it up' :  The-wife 
might R0t ſpeak inthe C harch, 
her hnsband at home is 'to 
teach her, ſhe is appointed to 


''5, You miſt pray not on-| 
ly fag her, brit with'her, and 


that nat-only- in the family, 
Ne | te but 


m4 


— 


ft of Husbandand wife | #3 
but:with her alune: ſome con” 
feſſions.and. petitions will be | 
needfull for:youtomake to- 
gether, which cannot fitly be 
putup in hearing of others : 
\F|.youare therefore;:ſaith God, 
his If | t0._divell with ber as s-man of 
<8 | +zzowledge ;: that your prayers be | * Pears 
le,|Þ | z0t hzzdreds; you are heirs of 
uſ-[| | the ſame bleſszzg, therfore you 
elf]] |are.to help her in all good | 
il[} |wayes whereby ſhe may have | 
re-| | knowledge and grace,that ſhe 
bs,'| [may partake of that inheri- 
1d] || [tance. = 
fel | - 6. You muſt uſe your au- 
b,| | |thority with wiſdome,milde- | 
ro! |\neſs; and love; your com-! | 
©] \mands- muſt be lawfull, nor 
Wi ,only-117 themſelves;:bur ſuch 
n-| | |as ſhe doth not m1ke® ſoruple 
d| | | oftheir lawfulneſs ; you mu? 
y;| | | command in the Lord, elſe | 
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b is exempt fro obedience. 
7. Your commands muſt 
be of things not too difficult, 
[but in her power to do them. 
8. You muſt not require 
of her things unreaſonable, 
and ſuch as are not fit for her, 
but rather for. others. in the 
family for to do. 
9. Uſe notcommands for|j 
trifles and ſmall matters. 
10. Be very ſeldom in lay- 
ingany- command upon your 
wife; An.intimation of what 
you would have done is 
enough between an husband 
and a wife : intreaties of a 
: | wife do not unbecome a.huſ- 
 |band, though ſhe be his infe- 
riour, and: uſually they do 
more-prevail then flat com- 
mands. | 
 71.. Frequency and: impe- 
1 riou\- 
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riouſneſs in comands of one 
{o neer in equality, will make 
your authority burthenſome, 
and grieyous ufito her, and 
will much abate in her (do 
w.hat ſhe can) of that honour 
and reverence *which ſhee 
ſhould and. would give un- 


to you. 


12, Youmay,andought to 
diſlike and reprove your wife 
when ſhee is blame-worthy, 
but you muſt do this alſoin 


| much love and wiſdome.. 


13. Be ſure that there be 
a fault, and a great fault in 
(her, elfe reprove not; lefler 
f:ilings may be healed and a- 
| mended,either ofrhemſclves, 
or by a bareremembring her 


lof them; many failings you 
Tarenottotakenotice of, and | 


2reto bearwith 1n her, as ſhe 
| muſt 


| 
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1 -14- VV hen ſhe 1s vety faul- 
| ty,' the: reproof muſt be pro- 
portioned to the quality and 
H greatneſs of the fault, but 
muft- be done with the ſp:rzt 
of meeknefſ. Rough language, 
| and overmuch heat in repro- 
ving (though the cauſe be ne- 
ver ſo juſt) will be like a good 
potion admiviſtred fcaJding 
hot, this will not be forced 
| | down, ſhee can hardly take it 
ſo hot, but ' will belch it up 
| in the face of him that giveth 
+ it, and tle vertue of it, is ut- 
terly loſt. o 
| 15. Due time and place 
| muſt be obſerved when you 
reprove and 'admoniſh your 
{wifezyou muſt not do it,when 
[either your ſelf, or your wife 
jts 12 apelting chafe, or paſſi. 
ON, | 


muſt do the like with you. 


_— 
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ou 


[are In Ig they are not ; 


| 


{iris done in love to her, arid 


[ment of your wife muſt be in. 
| all;, 


the 


of Husband and Wife, 
on, for then youarenortfit to 
grve, nor ſhe fit to receive re- 
proof. A- mad man is-notin 
caſe to reprove, 'nor'a mad 
woman 1n-caſe tobe repro- 
ved 5 while-men ;iand women 


= 


. 


rhemſelves: © 5! © 
16. As forthe place, (ex- | 
cept in extraordinaty. caſes, 
when the fault is notorious 
and open, :or may- preſently 
corrupt others, if 1t be: not! 
then and there reproved);or- 
dinarily it is beft to be done 
when you are iprivate and 
alone, ſhe may then ſee, that 


I——— 


for her good which will cauſe 
it to be well taken, and will 
work more kindly with her. ; 

17. Your whole:govern- 


97" | 
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211 freetnefs and kindneſs ; 


nota ſervant »#tb yzgour ; you 
muſt much more abhor all 
bitterneſs toa wite, you muſt 
alwayes remember, that ſhe 
is your ſelf, and you know 
who ſaith, No man ever yet 
| hatedbus own fleſh, 


bea queſtion whether an hu(- 
band may beat his wife, and 
corre her with ſtripes, as he 
doth Is fervant,, or. child, 
though ſhee do offend him; 
| He may for ſome of her faults 
(if ſhe perſiſt in them) with- 
draw from her ſome of his 
former expreſſions of kind- 
neſs and fruits of his bounty, 
and may — her of ſome 
of her-former delights-which 


you muſt not rule a childe,no, | 


.'18. Iwouldnot have it to 


| 


formerly hee didallow her : 


But 


of Husband and Wife. | 99 
Bur to beat her, that i is him- | 
ſelf, wee have norule nor ex- | 
2mplei in the Word of God 
for it. He is worle,and more 
unnaturall then a brute beaft, | 
that will fight with his own 
mate. © 
| 29, If thewife be intole- 

rable, and will not be govern-| | 

ed by the husbands comands 
and reproof,if ſhe remain un- 
ſufferable; he muſtczave help 
of the. publike Magiſtrate, | 
that by him ſhee may: be xe- | 
claimed. 
20. You muſt likewide 
ſhew love and wiſdome in the 
matter of your wives imploy- | 
ments: A wife muſt nor live 
idlely (asn:itber muſt yon,) | 
neither muſt (hee'be madea. 
drudge,andbe overburthened | 
with too too much ;-Let her 
"imploy-. 


— ma 
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imploymentberſutableroiher 
oe; and ito"! her condition, 

kill, trength,andabilivygſhe' 
1s to be. aſfiſtant:to you 'in 
| matters of your calling, if 
thereof ſhe be capable: alſo 
ſhee is to affiſt you in guiding, 
| and governing the fatnily. | 
'»r. You:muſtialſo provide 
for your wife, and allow her 
things needfull;. and protect 
her trom'-things' hugtfull, 'ac- 
cording to your place, and as 
you-are able, you niuſt allow 
her plentifull and comforta- 
maintenance, as: food, appa- 
rell,;8c. even the very ſame| 
for kindeand proportion ſu- 
table with that. which you | 
providefor yourſelf, for the 
{15 yourfelf; that ſhe may live 
like your wife, cheerfully 

with you. SLES. 
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of Husband and Wife. 
'\c22;: Ard as you may-dif- 
like and reprove:your wife; 
when ſhee dothall ;:4o, auth 
rather, are youto take notice 
of, and give herdue praiſe and 
mcouragement .:when-:ſhee 
doth well:;: G:ve her of i tha 
fruits. of hev hands, ſaith the 
Lord by. Salepmes: Hee hath 
little (if any) grace, ingenui- 
ty, or loveto-his wife, which 
will not do it 150 vt 
_ ..23:: IfGodtakeyou out of 
this life before yourwife,:(3f 
| Marv be.nort alrea- 
y certainly made: for het) | 
then you before: your death, 
are by your laſt Willand Te- 


ſtament; to take care'for her | 
comfortible: maintenanee af- | 
ter your death': in which 1 
would not have you to do, as 
too- many fond and foolfh' 


| 
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husbands do, give all, or moſt |||. 
part of your eſtate to your ||| 
wife, you having children 5 
| leavin them to her diſpo-| 
ſing. This .doth but expoſe 

| her to temptations . By EL- 
perience you. may. ſee that 
many enter into ſuch ſecond 
marriages, as prove to be a| 
great wrong, if not an utter 
| | undoing of .the children of 
x | her former husband. 4 
| ©: 24+ But donot,as.too ma- 
| ny alſo do,negle@ their wives, 
and give all, or moſt paxt of 
their eſtate to their children, 
leaving his wife their mother, 
to need to be maintained by 
them 3 how unnaturall many 
| children prove to their mo- 
| thers, when all their. fathers 
means 1s in their- hands, is 
ſeen too oft, in wofull expe- | 
ri] rience: 


Een ee 


| Gutifu to her. 


Y of 'H wsbard andwyife. 


eſtate, and, accordin 
her ſo much that her - $13 as 


may have more necd of, her, 


may of her ſelfwithout them, 
live: comfortably, a cy 


her, rather. then that hee 


tothem:; and this will better 
contain them. if dutie to her 
when you have left her in-an 
eſtare' able to,dothem:- good; 
if they continue loving and. 


| 203 | 


rience : conſider well your 


then ſhe of them; that ſhee 


and” th 
| may expeRto be bebolden to 


ſhould need to be beholden | 


| 
| 


II, 


= 


, 
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| demon een 


The if T5 Fu Tet pheutiHy't, Fa 
"miſe, to be prfirgeal a 
= huchend. 


| C11 5512 30042317 SUS 25 os 'itt. 
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royouy and ſet over y 
of Gods Ima Lac 7 auz 


| rhormt y;Wherb he — 


Fats 
[23 


above and"is made your 


to him; whatſoever his birth; 
parts, or wealth was, Or 1s, Or 
whatſoever yours 1s, Or was, 
you muſt now look upon him 
as bearing ſom of the Image 
and glory 'of Gods power 


your 


| mult! fb ciyorr buf: | 
| bad (whom God hattr gi 7 glen 


boat,gndyoware made bis'in2| 
feriour, andare made ſubjed| 


and authoritie ; which God | 
hath: inveſted him withall: for 


Oe I 


þ 1 R—_— nanlnlh th 
7 [1] your good}, hee-is-now thy | -* 

++ || lord; hee 4s now thy:better, 

S - = S. | ” + a + 4 * | 

541 || heis one who; muſt behighly | 

(ta | || efecmed? of thee} oue;: bg | a 


> 1 ||| homlyourdeſire- maſt beſub; | | 
it | [| 128, ne; 'whotbath rule over'you; | 
8 || 12+ You muſt! ſhew your 
af: | || loveto: him;.qnd due eſteem | 
ej; | [| of him; andyduereverenceof | Fpbels: | 
) a|[\bis perſon; you muſtfee thar | *7 = | 
you':reverenet: your. husband, | 
faith 'the Apoſtle; :yourmuſt 
jy | [| reverence bim in- your heart. | 
621 It. was: Michaels great and| ,<. | 
-& | [| fhameful] ſin;tha. e deſpifed | 15. 
the | [| Ferhusband Davidenberhoartt 
or || - [3 Shew reverence to your | 
as, | || usband inword, and'geſture, 
:m | [| in word and deed; when you 
ge | || ſpeak cither. before him; .or 
er | [ot him; or tothimy you ma? 
od | | ſhew in all theſe, that you | 
or | || kave an honourable eſteem of 
OO = RE him ; | 


OO 


LS th. 


> 5 
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« Per-36. | him 3; For this, Sarah ( whoſe 
| daughter you are if you dee well) 
is commended by the holy 
Ghoſt: + There is time: and 
place for very familiarſpeech 
| tothe husband, but never for 
a ſlight, negleive, contemp- 
tuous or rude ſpeech orbeha- 
_- | viour to. him's you muſt al- 
= wayes reverence htm. : -; - 

| 4. You muſt alſo ſhew your 
| love,in being ſubje& and obe- 
dient to him. 

|| $5. This obedience muſt be 
1a ready, hearty,andan univer-| 


fonable & lawfull commands, | 
or ſignifications of his will. 
Eph.5-24 | God faith, Let wives be ſubje? 
to thetr own husbayds in every 
 theyg. This generall, 72 ever) 

thezg, admits onely this l1mi- 
tation, that it be 72 the Lord. 
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| r06 | Peculiar Diities of the wife || 


fall obedience to all his rea-|| 


a  . ... 


If|| 


” F=<s —_—. vs 


| 
| 


|[|ding totheſe preſent direQi- 


[ly Scriptures, you ſhall live 


ther, and ſhall be a bleſſing 


towards ber Husband. © 


If your husband command- 
eth what God forbiddeth, or 
he would reſtraine you inthat 
wherein Chriſt - hath - made 


you tree; in this caſe you are | 


to obey. G o Þ rather then 
mans | | 


If you enter into marriage 
according to the diretions 
formerly given by that holy 
young man, ( now with the 

Ord ) 


which he took our of 


the word of God, and ſhall | 


live in a married eſtate accor- 
ons taken from the ſame ho- 
comfortably one with ano- 
each toother, and ſhall adde 


much to one anothers happi- 
neſſe bere in this life. 


— 


I will ſhut up all in a few 
| words 


———©_  Oll_Xw_——_. 
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| tent;/yer irwilÞbe burfora 


|to redeeme the time, 1vith 


Advbicetobasband and wife. 
words of caution and adviſe 
unto - both. husbands aud 


4 
L 


-i, Conſider, that although 
this: eſtate (* tf you» be 'not 
wanting 'tG your 'ſelves)) be 
full of comfort, benefit, 'and 
matter: of delight- and, con- 


time,'it may be-but for a very 
ſhort teme that you ſhall live 
together. This will cauſe you 


thankfulneſſe.ro God, 'enjoy 
eaohrother,:and doe good to 
each other; as'well as inh're-| 
celving good one ifrom ano- 
ther, while you may, leſt elfe 
it prove tothe ſurviving par- 
ty, greatigriefe.of heart, that 
he; or (hee'did ler" ſhtip' that | 
pn opportunitie 'w® Ged 
ad piven them. © 


- Mccren 


omg” 


|your ſelves to Feſws Chriſt. 


{will prove curſes: your whole 
| heart muſt be taken up about 


OO SC — 
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Moreover, you muſt con- 
ſider, that there 1s another | 


you be the ſame you profeſſe 
your ſelves to be) you have 
already made,which ts better, 


have handfaſted and betrothed 


Chis cocerneth that oe thing 
zeedfull; which when you have 
obtained, it ſhall never be ta- 
ken from you,without whom 
all earthly bleſſings inthe end 


this, and wholly placed here. 
W hat is {214 of riches when 
they increaſe,that may be ſaid 
of the good of marriage, Set 
not your t eart thereon, as upon 
that wherin you ſhould place 
your happines,or ſet up your 


| | reſt. F --- CR 


| for Husbauds and WUEs. | 


choice to be made, which (if } 


and everlaſting, namely, you | 


2 Cor. LI. 
T, 


Luke 10. 
> 


| 


P{.63. ION 


ee ae tid 


| 1Cor.7-29 


| 
il 
| 


| ſatisfie your felfe alwayes in, 


1 


| 


Chrif Jeſus, and his oy 


Generall Cautions 


—_— — 
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dome are firſt to be ſought, 
be muſt be your chiefe love 
and deſire ; you mutt obey him 
in all rhings abſolutely ; you 
muſt wholly live to-him at all 
times, and muſt delight and, 


his love ; yout love and de-. 
light in one another, muſt be 
in. a ſubordination to your 
love to him, and as it will 
ſtandwith your love and obe- 
dience to him. © 

The Apoſtle adviſeth you 
that are married, to be as-7 
you married not, you that have{ 
husbands, as if you had zone, 
and you that have wzves, as if| 
you had z0ze. It is not meant: 
that when you are married, 
you may ſeparate at pleaſure, 
and live one from another, as 
| - - mo 


% 


ed a p A <_—_ 


| muſt not be ſo bound up one 
| 1n another, but that you can 
| doe all other earthly good 
| ofaffe&ion, and indifferency 


means 1t take you off from 


| for Husbauds and Wrves, 


[too many doeznor yet to neg- 


.le& one another, though you 
live together; But your lives 


part one with another. And 
you muſt uſe this eſtateas you 


things, with ſuch moderation 
of judgement, that by no 


your love to God,and Chriſt, 
and from cleaving to.him ; 
and that you can withour 
miurmuring, or inordinate 
griefe part therewith, when 
you ſee that it is the will of 


longer. = 

Be you ſure therefore, that 
you uſe this eſtate as you are 

to uſe all other good things 


God you ſhall enjoy them no 


2 of 
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- Theſ. 3. 


, 
Mat, 25. 


1, 4.7.10, 


| 


Luk. 20s 
| 35, 36» 


1 Theſ 4+ 
jI7, 


M 


| 
| 


| gr 00me, when your ſpirituall 
| marriage ſhall be conſum- 


time is ſhort in which ye ſhall 


Generall Cautions 


of the world, as not abuſing 
it. For the Apoſtle ſaith, the 


live together, and the world 
and the faſhion of it paſſeth 
awa). 2 : 

Therefore in whatſoever 
ſate you are in, and wharſoe- 
ver you doe, let your eye be 
principally upon,and towards 
your beſt beloved Chriſt Je-| 
ſus, to bealwayes loving and 
faithfull ro him ; wazting for 
the comming of this your Bride- 


mate : At whoſe comming,at, 
and afrer the Reſurre#07, 
there is neither marrying, nor 

;ving in marrige, but you; 
(hall be like the holy Argels in 
heaven; and-ſhall ever be with 
i:im the Lord, the bleſſed 
husband | 


_ 


ts. At 


IR. 


þ for Husbands aud Wives. | 11 3 | 


Invifible,onely wife God,and. 
our bleſſed Saviour, be all | 


grace and bleſſing, I doe hears 


husband of his Spouſe the 
Church, partaking of all his 
beautie, riches, and glory. 
For when he ſhall appeare, 1n 
whoſe preſence are falneſſe of Pal. 14, | 
joy, and pleaſures for evermore ; ” | 
we ſhall be like him,for we ſhall | 1 Jub-3-2. 
ſee him 4s he 15, and our Uzle b0- | Plil.z.37+ 
ares (hall be made like bzs g/o- | 
ri0us body, according to the 
working whereby he is able 
to ſubdue all things to him-| 
ſelfe. | | 

Now to this King Eternall, 


' 
' 
? 
, 


honour and glory, for ever | 
and ever, Amen. To whoſe 


tily commend you, with the 
whole Iſrael of God. 


; | 
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take a ſhort view of all; and | 
_ It may ſerveas a Table to 


ſhew where cach parti- | 
cular in the Dil 


courſes is [| 

of tore fa. | 
BY G 00d wife s 15to0 be ſought 
£/2N > LES Page-2. 
AY He can,and will beſt 
ne. aret you to find. abid. 


other. \\ P« 3» 
IÞ is the eaſieſt way. to finde 
berg: ©: ;.. - "ood: 


Never any can be ſaid tobave 


An Abſtract of "AOn Di. |: 
retions,wherebyyou may | 


Sbee cannot te bad from any | | 


Fi IND nam | 


The Table. 
found, who bath not thas LI 


Otherwiſe in ſtead of fng 
4 ble $enaks: wh oo finda _ 


They who ſeek MEE 4 4 
uſually finde much trouble, p.7. 
wt” bey who rightly ſeek a good 

wife of God, enjoy muth p leaſure 
in ſerking,contentment i 7n fiad- 


2g, and comfort in poſi Ping. 
D 9 
Thus ſeeking 7s well pleaſi uo 


| to God, and is an argument of 4C= 
knowledgment of bis ſoveraignty, 
and of your ſubjetion unto, and | 
 dependance wpon him.  p.7, 8. 
| | 1f you ſeek her of God, then, 
how ever it fall out, you may 
have comfort in this, that you 
| have aone your duty 13 reſpef 
of' God, whether ſhee prove Vero 
tuons Or Vitzous, Pe 910,11. 
ow 
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| but that ſhe he a wife every way | 


FT be Table. 


C 


How Godis tobe ſought. 


- Thais is by Prayer. | P. 12. 
That he will gre you wiſdome 

to make a good choice, that grace 
ia ber may. be your chief atm, 
| ag-I12,13. 

Beg of God that your afjettons 
may not bs knit to any, whoſe af- 
fettions he hath not firſt knit to 
b1mſelf, P+- I4515. 
QAtherwiſe, that God would 
withdraw your affe trons, P.I6. 
If you be ingaged [o far, that 
you cannot well go back, ther, 
double your deſires, that God will} - 
gtteber grace, an that hee will 
firſt nite her to Chriſt, be/ore he 
oy her unto thee, p.17, 18. 
Deſrre of Go1 that ſhee may 


pi Fot only endued with grace, | 


meet aud ſit for thee, p. 19 | 
PF 5 Fitneſs| 


Moe. dt teat. ads — * 


| 22, 23, 2432J«|. 


—C 


TT 
The Table. 

Fitneſs for age, parenta A 

eftate,conftitution and ifpoſts 

on of natures are with wiſdome, 

to be conſidered, p. 19,20, 21, 


The former concurring : then 


Firſt, acquaint your friends, 
in whoſe power you are, and get | 
thety conſent, 26. 
Alſo before you do woo her,, you 
muſt get her friends conſent. 
— P- 26, 27. 
Reaſons why you muſt have 
conſent of your own. and of her 
friends. p.26,27,28, 29, 30, 
31, 329 3.3+ 
Parents, or Guardians being. 
conſulted with, and. 
aun 


'. Foreſee this, before thou do 


_ her, that thou canſ} entirely 


_ a —_—__— _——_— at... >a 4 T Du —_— 


oe? 


The Table. 

affe8t her. Pag. 33, 34- 
AMutuall love muſt be the 
rf 0ndat i028 oa which the marrt- 
age ſirufure muſt be built .p.34. 
In getting her good will, care 
muſt be had how, ant that it be | 
wiſely and rightly done. 34435. 
Not ſomuch in ſetting forth 
to her thy parentage, - p. 35- 
 » Nor thy wealth, tbid. 
Nor the liberty and priv. 
ledges ſhe ſhall enjoy, if ſhe will 
| have thee. " P.33542 6, 
Nor with flatteries. ibid. | 
Nor by ſeeking to blind, and 
tnveagle her by preſents and 
ifts. 33; 

| Nor at all with fooltth,unbe- 
 ſeeming,wanton geſtures and be. 
 haviour. 1H1d. 
| Much lef Ly any (olicitatr- 
05 to have your luſtfull will of 
| her to make her (ure, as tro man) 


A F2 
7 - 5 
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"The Table. 


' (do; which ts abominable. 37,30 
'Tbe reght "ſl of 00177 «+ 38, 
JF) 


Pray to God to dire thee 17 
ſuch a courſe, as may beſt gatn ber 
affetions, and may be moſt pro- 
ſperous 1 1t ſelf, and beſt plea- 
ſing to ham. P. 39+ 

A Direfory for ſuch prayer, 
P- 39549z41,42,4 354454 J-+ 


en you or ſome friend make 


rwould/t make thy wife, or to her 
friends,deal fairly and truly, do 
ot make a ſhew,either of thy Re- 
{1g10n, or thy outward ejtate,more 
then indeed it zs. P» 46. 


13 proſecution of your ſuit, be 


—_— 


wing, but never pretend more 
love then zndeed you do beave ua- 


tober,  _P: 46,47. 
| | | After 


#r10us, and ingenuous, and lo 


the motion to her, whom thou|- 


F 


- 
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The Table . 4 | 


After God hath anſwered | 


your defires, . - 


You muſt make athankfull ac- 
knowledgement thereof unto 
God, P-47.48. 


ef Direflory for this bleſ. 

ſing, and giuing glory unto God, 

P- 48,49,50,51,5245 335435 5+ 
Other uſefull Confiderati- 


ons of {ingle perſons be- 
fore marriage. 


 ExpeF wot to enjoy that good 


|; the married eſtate which it 


cannot grue unto thee.p. 58.65. 
There 1s an inſufficiency 11 
marriage to give thee full con- 
tent, and of it ſelf to ſatisfie thy 
| deſires. EE. 8 


Let not heat of lovemahke thee 
#lind, ſo that thou canſt not ſee 
things as they are in thy Belo- 


— 


1 


| , 


| 


x 
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| - The Table. 3 
ved. P- 58,59. 
Duties tobe dope, cares to bel 
taken, and-evils to be born inl 
the married eſtate, muſt be fore- 
thought of, prepared for, as well 
as the joyes and the good of may- 
riage. > 5." BCG 5s | 
wWhenſgruer you marry, you 
ſhall have troubles 17: the fleſh 
| ” | ; P- 60,61. 
| If you look for that happineſs 
| 72 marriage which God never | 
| intended it ſhould give you, you 
| ſhall zz ſtead thereof finde no- 
thing but vanity 4nd Texation 
| of. (pert. 6. Pe. Gif 
| Yet none are hereby to be de-|. 
terred from marrying, who have 
axalling tomarry, © p.61. 
Marriage is of excellent and, 
neceſſary uſe, p4i61,62,63. 
Such may be the condition of 
an unmarried perſon, that the 
| £ood \ 
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| 1 The Table. 
good and comfort of marriage 
"may countervail aud exceed the 
| troubles of it. 
The leaſt ſin ts worſe then the 
greateſt earthly trouble, p.'62: 
. Tnthe married eſtate may be 
expefied very great earthly com- 


forts. ). 64. 
Much evill doth follow the 


riage which it cannot grve. 
; ; ' P+« 65) 66. 


After conſent is gained in the 
way preſcribed, 


be betrothed to eath other, before 
that you be ſolemnly married, 

p..66, 67. 
Betroathing will make you ſure 


| Tome to another, but not grue a 
right tomarriage ſociety, p67. | 
Betrothing before marriage 1s | 


| 


expetation of that good 122 may- | 


uo © 9 3 


It 1s very expedient that you 


| 
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P_—T na | 
of excellent uſe. Pag. 6 8. 


| | Dire&ious for married. per- 
ſons: Some Duatiesare | 
_ common to both. 


Being married together, ſee 
and acknowledge 1t (being made 
| as before hath been preſcrived)to| | 
| be of God. p-69,70.| | 
This acknowledging of God 
will be of great good uſe to you 
f Coth. * Þ> JO 
(onfider well what a ftri8 
bond aud covenant you entred 
:nto, even into a covenant with 


God. P-71. 
You are mutually to love each 
other abundantly. P. 72. 


The neerneſs of relat ion thto 
which by marreage you are en-| 
tred,it betng the expreſs will of 
jour Gal), that you: ſhould th 
loye one another, muſt be the 
ſpring” 


—_ 


| 


FE The Table. p 
ſpring and foundation of your 
love. ag. 72,73, 


It. 'Thxs love muſt ſhew #t ſelf tn 


care of each others ſouls ; you 
muſt pray one for another,and in 


| | your places edifie one another.7 4. 


You muſt ſtudy to pleaſe each 
other iz what. you may ; and be 


belpfull to each other. pP.75.|\ 


You muſt be faithfull,and keep 
your ſelves chaſt,and not defraud 
each -other of due benevolence. | 

0 535 OP Fs 
You muſt not-be jealous of each 
other. toi ONES «78:| 
| Youmuſt bepreſervers of each 
others names and credit. 78,79. 
If God give no children, you 


both muſt 'ſabmit quietly to his 
| I ag > 

If God give you children, you 
muſt joyn {2 bringing them up 
in the nurture of the Lord, 
Rn RS 
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"The Table. 


| Tow map be belpfull ta each | || 
other 112 governing and order-| || t| 
hed the ayes of your"\ family. Lt 
\ . P« 80,81. | | 
Touching Jour eſtates you muſt 
joyn in all lawfull wayes of main-| || oi 
taining it with diligence in 
our calling, verng Horiſ2y and. | 
frugall, RO. . Þ-82.| Fe: 
Ti Thels ought to be acommani-| |n 
| ty betwrxt you 13 the aſe of ; = 
Y | Femporall eftate. Þ. 33 
Expreſſeonspf ſpectal fams. 
liaxittes betwixt you are beſt | 
ſheed when you are alone.p.84. 
J Your love muſt be ſoftrong = el 
| aothing can quench it. p.85.| g 
You muſt not ſuſſer any dif- 
ference to make a breach or fal-| ||n 
7ng aut betwixt you. p- 85. | 
If any ſuch ſhall be, be ſure|* (ſh 
that your do not ſleep upon a difſ-| We, 
eontent between you. P. 85. 
; The | 
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 Thebustand out of wiſdome, 
the wife out of duty, ſhould begi a 


hz Jhew kindzeſs, and to make up 
| the breach. Pp. 86. 


when either of you begin, the 


| other muſt readily embrace it. 


| P- 86. 
| To joyn inprayer to God ts an 
excellent means of reconciling 
man and wife,tf any breach bave 
been betwixt them. Pp. 87. 


OT TEE ny 


The peculiar Duties of 
_ the Husband. | 


You are wiſely to keep that div. | 


thority over ber which God hath 
gryen you, p. 88.90. 
You are to dwell nith ber as @ 


man of knowledge. p.90.|\ 
| You muſt eſteem ber, and uſe | 
© ber as your companion, and ſe- 
cod ſelf. P- 90. 


You are to tender ber as the 
_—veater 


I 


EE 
' 


| 


"The Table. 


weaker wyeſſell, pag. 90, 91. 
' Yon are to ns her the TA 
of goalineſs. p-92, 


You muſt daily pray with. '%, 
P- 92493«| 


You muſt uſe your authority 
with mildneſs. 
You muſt command her only 
things lawfull ; n0t rh1ngs un- 
eſunable, nor trifies. ' P. 94. 


Lay commands on her bat ſel-| 


dome, a bare ſignification of your 
will to ber - ould be enough, 


P+9439 5. 
Never reprove ber. but for 4 


great and manifeſt fault, and 
that with the ſpirit of meekneſi||| 


and love. Pe. 9596.1 
Due time and-place muſt be 
obſerved when you reprove her. 
P.-96,97« 

You muſt anver be ſo unman- 

ly and unnatural, as to correft 


P- 93, 95+: 


ber | | 
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ber with blowes. pag. 98,99. 
If ſee will not be governed, 


[ther belp of the Magiſtrate is to 


be deſired, -  PÞ+99» 
You muſt ſhew wiſdome in hey 
tmployments, p 99, 100, 


: You are to give your wife all 
ood encouragement whep ſhee 


prove her w-ll-deing, then to re- 
prove her for evill, P- Ion. 
T be wife muſt be well provided 
for before your deceaſe, that ſhee 
ſurviving, may liye more com- 
fortably. P. 101, 102, 
You muſt 20t give all, or too 


|much to her, with the neglef of 


your children. P. 102. 

Nor yet may you giUe all, or 
-moſk to your children, negle- 
Fing your wife. Pe 102, 103d 


doth well, betng more ready to ap- | 
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Peculiar Duties ofthe Wife. 
. Yoa muſt fee 17: your Hasbank, 
and. acknowledge the ftamp of| 
Gods authority upon bem 5 God 
| having made him to be your bead| | 
and ruler. p- 104. | 
| You moſt tu abundance of love 
| ſhew trae reverence to him 12] 
| word and deed. Pp: r05.|} 
You muſt obey him in the Loyd| 

i all things.  P- 106. 
A Some Cautions, and other ge-| 
T zerall Dire#:ons to Husbands| i 
and wives for the cloſe of all;that |. 
the married eſtate to them ma 
| . | be more contentfull and comfor- | 
| | table. P:107,&c. 


Errata, © A-J> 
| por comfortable, p. 66. /.1, 7. nncomfor- 

table 2 for enjoy,p.108.1.14.7, enjoying: 1 
for do, p.108, {, 15. 7. doing. 
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